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Vteuz rom the Inézde.wv
ember Ray Woofi

i by Susan Brownmiiller

“Ray Wood. 1ét me tell you, I
knew . him--it" “was hysterical,"”
screeched the pretty litthe. red-
head from the [Village Indepen-
dent | Democ “They had his
picture in the papers the day af-
ter the arrests,| the back of his
head, and my hpsband said, ‘Ho-
ney, that's the guy-we knew as
Woodall.” " A few days later she

a Negro down who's making
He just found ja way to rpake i
a little, that's the Ray| Wi
story, 80 leave him be.” | !

After the spéctacular’ arrest. of
three New York Negroes and a_‘;
sorted white Canadians in the: a
leged Statue of Liberty| bo b
plot last Fehruar\' 16, ‘u.'s. Al-
torney Genersal Nicholas. de
Katzenbach fired- off a letter fo
New York City Police Commis-

. | ship requirements :

- | caucus,

of thé ne
e was .the.

Negro
L.ll Americ

was chummy with the executiv
board ‘members oﬁ the Bronx,

at. Wﬁhm two months- Wood| ll

Brooklyn, and Manhattan CORE
chapterls, and an jelected dele- + . 1
gate to CORE's national conven-

tion i Kansas City; where he
‘chaired the dissident New Yoik
“In CORE we suspected .
the Mme folks as the cops or

unearthed some
undercover polil

letters that the
¢ agent in the

the organized Jeftists,”, 8a)

sioner Michael Murphy with a Dwaynb Bey. a dedicated phot

Statue of Liberty bomb plot case
had written to th Nice, chatty
letters from a New York Negro
involved in C RE to a pretty
white acquaintance on a Missis-
sfbpi  summer|: project: “Dear
Miss Blood and Guts,” he wrote
in an even hnnh “Take care of
yourself down |thers, Don't do
anything rash ', . - Mississippi
is | the/,whote - United States of
Ameri .1I'd like to take
a ﬁﬂocjnd go down and join you,
but that's just daydreaming.”
In_ one !letter he enclosed some
clippings of the summer’'s Har-
lem riots and | offered his own
eye-witness account: “I -have
seen cops beating coweging Ne-
groes in the streets of Hagrlem.”
Was this confused and ‘angry
leftwinger Woodall talking or
was this the copl and calculating
policeman ‘Wood establishing his
identity as a cop-hating militant?

“Yeah, I knew him, fike from
around.” The gpeaker was a Ne-
thirties who left
st 4th Street many
at do you want Lo,
for? He.was ]\.Hz
nd a way to get
ahead,’ that's @ll. You want to
tear him. down, just like vou,|
|\\’hlte hberals always try to tear

wrﬁo a.bout hini

‘a guy who fey

\ Ili ( ‘olleets

‘ l-‘nr (-erem’ille
¥ chihh
The  Village lnde]ie!lglont

Demochs are coliecti

——e g

note of special congratulations 4o
Detective Raymond Wood for his
“remarkable undercover work,"
To a covey of bewildered East

graphy ‘student and former acs R
tivist from Brooklyn OpRE “but ‘
who would have looked at him?'"

Village chicks, ‘“‘undercover” is
an ironic sick joke. One deter-
mined young lady rang the
familiar number and was told b
Wood-Woodall's roommate, “Itja
best it wvou don’t call her
again.” Romance is chancy én
the city of opportunity. Later,
the number was disconnected.
For the Cause .

In the middle of April of last
yvear, shortly after the plans for
the controversial World's Fair
stall-in had been announced
three rebel New York City ch
ters of CORE, a tall, good-logk- | tiful voice.
ing Negro who calted , himself Ray Woodall was a man’s man
Ray  Woedall walked‘finto the and a.ladies’ man. With the men
Bronx CORE office and asked- lf ‘he fooled around with Karate,
he could work ‘“for the causq smoked sonre, and drank. He

ganization and front-page publi-

the World's Fair, and slept-in: at -
the Bronx Terminal Market cor-
struction site. He wgllled lor
Schwerner, Chaney, and Good-
man at Foley Square and mar-
shalled demonstrators at the De-
mocratic convention” in Atlantic
City. During the Harlem riots he
captained .a picketline at police
headquarter on Centre Street,
When gpirits were down. l‘t
v | was . Woodall who led She group

He dressed well, was soft-spoken | bartended at all the fund-raising~

and. said he was 27, a graduate  parties. With the women, “Well:

This was a time of hectic or- .

city for CORE. Woodall sat-in dt

‘ in freedom songs. He had a beau: -

fit the bill.

of Manhattan College and cir-'|

rently studying law at Fordh
He indicated that this was
first militant civil-rights achuiity

but mentioned a slight assodia- '

tion with a Bronx reform demo-

cratic club with ‘'whom he was ;|

disenchanted because of their
pussyfooting around on cjvil’
rights.”

If CORE had placed an adyer-
tisement in~ the Amsterdam
News describing what it was
looking for, Woodall would h

For an organization

. I picket! line because all the girls
i’

ave !

lit got so he couldn't go on a °

were chasing him,"” says a Vil
flage observer. “You know
the expression. We call them ‘ba-
.gel babies.’ They go after any-

Continued on page 11 - :
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| View from thé
I Reme;mber Ra

t!._nziuuel Ip- page; 3 i
dne black fn trousers. Woodall

\was cool. FHia'was the sweetheart | 7%

of the bagel | set. Each
girl thought she was the only
one. I guess they just didn't
want to see the truth.”

¢

CORE housing chairman und al-
so-put in charge of a voter re-
gistration = project, “He goofed
up,'’ says a member. “We began
to wonder if be was just jive talk
and no action.” An interesting
physical metamorphosis

A, Waod, an

%o operator, was gen-
uinely studying
at Fordham (his third college
try): He sent in t
Great Bobks club requesting in-
formation about their educational
program, and Great Books sent

a salesman, a serious young man
named . Paul. Boutelle, to in-
terview&he prospecuve customer
at his Bronx apartment. Boutelle
and Wood hit it/ off mnicely. They

in Woodall as the summer pro-
gressed. The clean shirt and
pants gave way to dirty blue de-
nims, His hair grew longer.
The attempled citizen's arrest
of Mayor Wegner was his last
. major ectivity with CORE.
‘Woodall, Broux 'CORE Chair
man Herbert Callender, and
a third  participant were
arrested when they storm-
ed city haH to arrest the
Mayor. Woodall, who had assi-
duously avoided arrest on other
CORE projects, required special
dispensation from the courts to
prevent his being fingerprinted
and thus possibly exposed. He ap-
parently felt by this time that
- his work with CORE was not as
fruitful as be and his superiors
‘had expected. He had found a
few marijuana smokers amogg
.the fringe membership and wit-
‘nessed }he illegal sale of drinks
{at the fund-raising parties at
‘which he bartended. He had been
able to tip off Centre Street to
a couple of demonstrations be-
| fore they occurred. CORE was
| getting disgusted with him, and
he in turn said he was disgusted
with them. He offered as proof
of CORE's irresponsibility the
fact that he had to pay his own
. (the police department’'s) money

in court for the Wagner arrest
fine.’

daniel

. ' Iy eves.
13 West YW Be. “for lnfe: YU 27340

HEV CH 3-3688
Rock & Roll (Tasses
bm.ﬂ Swdtv: 14 :

were both [Negro,  about €he

© | same age. Both were interested
in “u + my diS‘
cussed Wood.' ﬁnanees and de-
cided he couldn’t possibly afford
the $395 for the Greut Books set.
LThey liked sach other well
ugh to addresses

and phone b and before
he left, Boubelle gave Wood some

literature a cause he was
interested in, [the Committee to
Ald the M ' JDefendants.
Neitlrer man | followed up the
initial contact,
. Untr d Agent

What Wood 't told Boutelle

was that he had nn.appucation

the New York Gty
'ment. On April 18,
1964, Wood's | appointment came
through. On that day, and with-
out prelimindry training at the
police academy, a highly unusual
procedure, Wood was sent into
CORE as an undercover agent.

In July of| 1964, Boutelle, who
had gotten mersed in politics
of the Metro-

pending with
Police Depart

Woodall came over
the meeting’s end,
and said, “Remem-
icited me for the
. Boutells did re-

improve himself. He
anything was strange

about W becoming Woodall.
“Peopls sometimes shorten their
names,’” says. “I just made a
new notatipn on the next page

my address book, marking dows
Woodall 'apd his new Bronx ad-

dress.”
had been| working with CORE

but was | disgusted with their
hypocrisy. .
By Octpber of: 1964, Woodall

was working actively with Free-
, & group several de-

Woodall sgreed. Together they
opened checking account for
the mew|party at a Chase Man-
hattan branch in the Bronx. They
were the| only ones empowered to
sign tks. Boutelle believes, al-
though he hasn't checked rve-
cently,
in existence, with a fbalance .of
$45.

T

dpm Now had its organi-

zational

bl pbut the two

bodall told Boutelle he{

the account is still.

EE%

i
Fid

i
'g [
]
g_

musician
fell by about
did- Khaleel St}'yed.
men ' palled around,
YSA parties, sh
K&l‘ﬂ(e stunts,

§
§°
Ez%

‘teuehldlesdmethlshllami
winter for poutics He was work-
ing for Great Books and driving

& taxi cab at night. On he
read the papers Sayyed,
Collier] and Bowe had ar-
rested | in a Statue of Liberty
bomb plot, and that Ray Wood
was a jpalice agent.

| Diferesit Pictures

The | detlna or mnon-details of
the bomb conspiracy will have.
their day in court. The conspir-
acy trial currently under way at
the U. 8. Courthouse on Foley
Square, where Wood as Woodall
had vigilled for the three from
Mississippl, alternately pictures
him as a hero cop or lgentpm-
vocateur,

Roy Innis, a medical N.sweh
er at Monteliore Hospital and' a
leading member of Manhattan
CORE, ran into Wood not long
ago at a Chinese restaurant on
upper Broadway. Wood was back
in a clean suit and shirt. His hdir

'$6000. How many Negr

and 1 ey understa
calls, “I gave him' m;
g aumber and

call me. I really wan
to the guy. One thil

$300
a
Waeekdays call 0L ;‘n $-2409, Ext. 25.
Evenings o de
", 80ulevard 16534

stand, A

jout of

high achool mp cap earn
that? But he ed with us on
picket lines angd !literally slept
with us for days at a/timejon our
- | demonstrations. He | saw | police
brutality in Harlem. Didn’g some-

thing of CORE have to nl+» otf?”

Prints Shown v

ko Mu-
t Pratt
Broad-

Woodblock prints by Sh;
nakata are on exhibit &
Graphic Art Cenjer, 831

way at 13th Street, throug

zh June
10. '

was cropped. The two former
friends were embarrassed at the;

Chore:

. PEARL FRimu.

Norman Thomas
Bayard Rustin

EMERGENCY

ON VIETNA
Tuesday, June 9 7P.M.

Madison Squa“ge Garden

(air-conditio

What are the cholces in Vietnam?
What is the truth?

‘Major Speakers
Senator Wayne Morse
Mrs. Martin Luther King

Professor Hans Morgenthau
Dr. Benjamin Spock

Joan Baez
Irwin Corey

RALL

Entertainers

Rehee Taylor
Thg Anne Wilson Dancers

Dr. Harold Taylor, Chairman

Ossne Davis, Co- Chairman

Sp by
Policy and supporting organizations

Information Call: OX 7-7164-5

and N« Yerk Council for a Sane Nuciear

SANE e 17 East 45th.St., New
Enclosed please find my check for $
—————— -——————j.ﬁ"

: e ticketsat $5; .
_____ —tickets at ﬁ .

at $10; .

York, N. Y 1001

.............. — fo
___ﬁchh af $7. 50.‘
. tickets at $3;.
. tickets at $1..




