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Why Can't Johnson Protect 
Human Life in Mississippi?

B y F arre ll Dobbs
Historic precedent finds its echo 

in the present grow th of national 
opposition to U.S. in tervention in 
V ietnam and the Dominican Re-
public. As often happens the firs t 
signs of mass disagreement w ith  
im peria lis t policy have appeared 
in  in te llectual circles, and the pace 
of in te llectual protest is quicken-
ing. A lready the teach-ins are pre-
paring fu lfil lm e n t of the philos-
opher Spinoza’s in junction “ to un-
derstand in order to act.”  Student 
action in  tu rn  heralds the coming 
of, and Mazes a tra il for, extension 
of opposition to im peria lis t war 
in to  the Freedom Now and trade 
union movements.

W orried about these prospects, 
the Johnson regime is lashing out 
viciously against the teach-in 
movement. The president and his 
cohorts can’t  ju s tify  the ir foreign 
policies in  give-and-take debate, 
as was proven by the “ tru th  team”  
fiasco. So they have resorted to 
the gim m ick of sending govern-
ment spokesmen to muscle in on 
w hat reporters have cynically 
dubbed the “ commencement c ir -
cu it.”

Speeches to Students
Top government figures have 

appeared at various schools where, 
in  keeping w ith  trad ition , they 
were expected to give graduating 
students a few words of advice on 
high standards to aim fo r in  bu ild -
ing a career. Instead they abused 
hospita lity. Taking advantage of 
the debate-free sanctuary afforded 
by academic courtesy toward com-
mencement speakers, they used 
the occasion to grind Johnson’s 
foreign policy axe.

T he ir general theme was to de-
plore “ too passionate involvem ent 
in the issues of the day,”  to urge 
tha t students “ use restra in t,”  and 
to w arn against “ abuse”  of the 
r ig h t to protest. In  sum they told 
the students to leave foreign a f-
fa irs  to  th e ir betters in  the John-
son adm inistration. I t  was said in 
an arrogant, sneering manner, as 
a few direct quotations w il l  show.

McGeorge Bundy, a top presi-
dentia l aide and notorious teach- 
irt dropout, said at Notre Dame 
that “ those who are the least 
learned make the most noise.”  In  
e ffect he was dismissing academic 
critics  as simple ignoramuses and 
rude bum pkins to boot. Under-
secretary of State B a ll warned at 
M iam i U n ive rs ity  against “ infec-
tious omniscience,”  w h ich  in  plain 
language was a jibe  at his op-
ponents as know-it-alls. A tto rney 
General Katzenbach, pontifica ting  
at T u fts  U n ivers ity , a ir ily  termed 
an tiw a r protests “ a catharsis fo r 
d u ll weekends.”  Johnson’s legal 
beagle w ould have people believe 
tha t students protest against im -
pe ria lis t-w a r s im ply fo r want of 
a better way to avoid boredom.

FB I Joins In  ,
The top po litica l cop, J. Edgar 

Hoover, got in to  the act ind irec tly  
w ith  an artic le  in  the June issue 
of the F B I law  enforcement bul-
letin. He red-baited last spring’s 
M arch on Washington by students 
protesting against the w ar in V ie t-
nam, cla im ing tha t “ Communists”  
were there from  “ a ll over the 
country.”  Crudely s triv ing  to in -
cite a w itch  hunt against the stu-
dent movement, he added that 
“ Communists”  are s till busy 
“ s tr iv ing  to start demonstrations.”  

Tbe government’s smear cam-

J. Edgar Hoover

paign against dissident students 
makes a ll the more contemptible 
the role of the trade union bureau-
crats. W ith  the principles o f a bar 
f ly  who plays yes man in order 
to cadge free drinks, they are 
going out o f the ir way to back 
Johnson against his academic c r it-
ics. Take the case o f George 
Meany, who assumed the presiden-
cy o f the A F L -C IO  ten years ago 
w ith  a boast that he “ never went 
on strike  . . . never had anything 
to do w ith  a picket line.”
— When -Johnson compounded 
im peria lis t fe lony by sending 
troops to occupy Santo Domingo, 
Meany pledged support to tha t 
new vio la tion o f national sov-
ereignty and reaffirm ed his back-
ing o f the assault on Vietnam.. 
S inking lower s till, Meany solid- 
arized him self w ith  Hoover’s w itch  
hunt by attacking students “ who 
fa ll fo r the leadership tha t is im -
posed upon them by local cells o f 
the Communist P a rty ."  The rest 
of his i lk  in  the union bureaucra-
cy have generally fo llowed suit. 
Those standing up to critic ize  
Johnson, o r to call Meany to order 
fo r his fin k in g  on the students,, 
have been about as numerous as 
erm ine horse blankets.

A lthough top o ffic ia ls  in  the 
Freedom Now movement haven't 
aped Meany’s toadying to John-
son on foreign policy, some have 
ind irec tly  backed the im peria lis t 
assault on the colonial freedom 
fighters and most have fa iled to  
speak out against it. Last February 
the N AAC P’s o ffic ia l magazine. 
The C ris is , d id tru th  a disservice. 
I t  praised Johnson fo r his “ dedica-
tion  to freedom and compassion 
fo r the underprivileged.”  Leaving 

(Continued on Page 5)

By Fred Halstead
JUNE 22 — Hundreds o f citizens 

of the United States have been 
arrested, manhandled, beaten and 
expressly threatened w ith  being 
shot by racists in  recent days in 
Mississippi, but the Johnson ad-
m in istra tion has done nothing to 
stop the b ru ta lity  and illega l sup-
pression o f citizens’ rights.

This is w ith in  the borders of 
the United States, bu t Johnson 
d idn ’t hesitate to send thousands 
of U.S. troops to save a group of 
bloody m ilita ry  dictators in Santo 
Domingo on the ly in g  excuse of 
protecting U.S. citizens — when 
not a single U.S. citizen had been 
harmed.

A  call was issued June 17, fo l-
low ing the f irs t 700 arrests in 
Jackson, Miss., by the Mississippi 
Freedom Democratic Party  fo r 
“ concerned citizens across the 
country to come to Jackson to con-
tinue demonstrating against the 
state’s denial of the r ig h t to vote.”

As of June 21, some 900 arrests 
have been made in  Jackson since 
June 14, when a special session 
of the state legislature opened 
w ith  the purpose of changing M is-
sissippi’s voting laws. The changes 
are designed to help the racist 
state o ffic ia ls  more easily c ir-
cumvent the forthcom ing federal 
voting laws and resist the current 
MFDP challenge to the seating of 
the five  w h ite  racist Mississippi 
federal congressmen.

The MFDP organized peaceful 
demonstrations' in  the capital to 
“ make known th e ir objection to 
the fact tha t the state legislators 
like  the five  congressmen were not 
elected by a ll the people.”

Police Brutality
There have been numerous re-

ports in  Jackson of b ru ta lity  
against arrested demonstrators in 
the ja ils . As people are released 
on bail they are examined by doc-
tors of the Medical Committee on 
Human Rights, who report such 
things as: tw o miscarriages, a preg-
nant woman bruised by a k ick  in 
the stomach, and head wounds re-
q u iring  stitches on three volunteer 
workers.

Lawyers who v is it the prisoners 
say conditions are “ abominable” ' 
and that “ b ru ta lity  is increasing.”  
The prisoners in  compounds must 
s it or stand a ll day on concrete 
floors w ithou t fu rn itu re  and are 
given on ly d ir ty  mattresses, and 
no blankets, at n ight. MFDP 
spokesmen say there is a “ desper-
ate”  need fo r money to bail out 
the i l l ,  the aged, minors, those who 
have children, and those who 
have been beaten.

Student Nonvio lent Coordinat-
ing Committee Chairm an John

The Military Coup in Algeria: 
Facts About It Still Unclear

JUNE 23 —  As we prepare to 
go to press, news reports from  A l-
geria remain unclear and inade-
quate.

The m ilita ry  coup tha t over-
th rew  the Ben Bella regime is 
obviously a po litica l move of the 
deepest significance fo r the A l-
gerian people and the w orld  so-

D uring  the months of July  
and August, The M ilita n t is 
published every other week. 
O ur next issue w ill be dated 
July 12. W eekly publication  
resumes in  September.

D E M A N D  FE D E R A L  A C T IO N  A G A IN S T  R A C ISTS. Com mem-
orating firs t anniversary of Mississippi m urder of M ichael Schw er- 
ner, James Chaney and A ndrew  Goodman, SNCC, CORE and other 
civil rights groups picketed F B I office in N ew  Y ork. They de-
manded federal protection for c iv il rights workers in Mississippi 
and im m ediate release w ithout bail' of 900 imprisoned by Jack-
son authorities.

Lewis and M FDP Chairman Law -
rence Guyot were among those 
arrested. Lew is w ired  19 U.S. con-
gressmen a fte r 472 persons were 
arrested June 14 and many of 
them taken to Jackson State F a ir-
grounds: “ There men and children 
were- wmade' vto>.Eun. the. ?g*uati.et. 
They were beaten by c ity  police-
men and state highway patrolm en 
w ith  badge numbers covered over 
w ith  tape. A t least five  were hos-
pita lized as a  resu lt .. .

The MFDP declared: “ Despite 
federal court orders, despite m ur-
ders of Negroes and whites w o rk -
ing to register voters, despite ev-
ery force w e have been able to 
muster, Negroes s till have no voice 
in the government of th is state . . . 
We cannot le t the nation be taken 
in  by empty promises and gestures. 
We must have concrete assurances 
tha t Negroes w il l  be allowed to 
vote hjere and that new elections 
w il l  be called in  th is state six to. 
nine, months a fte r the new voting 
b ill passes.”

An example of the s ituation that 
prevails as a result o f “ empty 
promises, and gestures,”  was 
pointed up June 21 when some 
100 Negroes and a few  whites held 
a memorial in  Neshoba County 
fo r the three c iv il rights workers 
murdered there a year ago. D i-

recting tra ff ic  and observing was 
Deputy S he riff Cecil Price, one of 
the racists involved in  the tr ip le  
murder. Part of the tim e he sat 
in  a tru ck  smoking a cigar, w ith  
a submachine gun in  a rack be-
hind his head. • iu..

- 2. Racist
Another example was a leaflet 

handed out by the w h ite  racist 
Committee fo r  Constitutional 
Rights w arn ing  of a peaceful pro*- 
test march by Negroes in  Rame-
kin  County and urg ing “ W hite 
Citizens”  that “ i f  Communist 
marchers enter your p riva te  p ro -
perty . . . shoot them i f  you have 
to i f  they molest o r trespass.’*

But i t ’s not as i f  Johnson has 
ignored Mississippi. On the con-
tra ry , June 18 he announced the 
appointment of Mississippi segre-
gationist James Plemmon Cole-
man to the f i f th  c ircu it federal ap-
peals court, w hich handles , the 
Deep South c iv il rights cases. Cole-
man was Mississippi GovernoT 
from  1956 to 1960 and established 
the notorious a n ti-c iv il rights State 
Sovereignty Commission. He is 
also the law yer fo r the five  w hite  
racist congressmen in  the chal-
lenge case.

c ia lis t movement. Yet on the basis 
of the scanty in fo rm ation  ava il-
able i t  is not rea lis tica lly  possible 
to  determine i f  Gen. Boumedien- 
ne’s seizure of power w i l l  mean a 
general continuation of the policies 
of the Ben Bella government or 
a s ign ificant sh ift away from  them.

Reports on the extent and char-
acter of the demonstrations against 
the coup by workers and students 
in  A lgeria are also too inadequate 
to properly assess.

We w il l  continue to compile in -
form ation as i t  becomes available 
and in  coming issues w il l  present 
factual and analytica l m ateria l on 
th is key development. Lyndon Johnson

Johnson Finds 
1,500 Heads

On M ay 3 President John-
son declared: “Today there  
are between 1,000 and 1,500 
dead people whose bodies are  
in the streets of San to 
Domingo . .

On M ay 8, reporting from  
Santo Domingo, N ew  Y ork  
H erald  Tribune correspond-
ent Barnard C ollier expressed 
shock at the use of such fii 
false figure and said: “Re-
porters, including m yself . , 
have seen no more than six 
to ten bodies in  the streets.”

T hat didn’t stop Johnson 
from  reusing and even a d d l-
ing an im aginative touch to 
the fake atrocity story. On  
June 17 he declared: “A  fact 
that has been emphasized .all 
too little , I  th ink, [is that] 
some 1,500 people were m u r-
dered and shot and the ir  
heads cut o ff.”

Behind Smear Attacks 
On Teach-In Movement

American Citizens 
In Danger There, 
Not Santo Domingo



Page Two THE M IL IT A N T Monday, June 28, 196$

Appears on Los Angeles TV

Organizer of Deacons Explains Purpose

Two brief sit-down, strikes oc-
curred early th is month in  the 
Kenosha, W isc, p lan t o f the A m eri-
can Motors Corporation. The s it- 
downs grew out of a dispute over 
the f ir in g  of Mrs. Irene Domenk, 
an employe w ith  ten years senior-
ity, fo r  no t perform ing her “ re -
qu ired”  work.

Mrs. Domenk’s assembly-line 
job  was pu tting  headlights on car 
bodies as they moved along the 
line. Recently a new model car 
having four, ra ther than two, 
headlights was placed on the as-
sembly-line. This doubled Mrs. 
Domenk’s w ork  and she therefore 
insisted on more help, w hich the 
company refused. She was sub-
sequently fired.

This led to the f irs t s it-dow n in

AD RATES 
Th» rate for advertising in this col-

umn it 40 cents a tine. Display ads are 
$2 a column inch. There is a ten  ̂ per 
cent discount for regular advertisers. 
Advertising must reach us by the Mon-
day prior to the date of publication.

DETROIT
S O C IA L IS T  E D U C A T IO N A L  W E E K -

EN D . Two ta lks on The Labor M o v e -
m ent by Frank Lovell, long  tim e  un ion is t 
and s ta te  cha irm an  o f  th e  S oc ia lis t 
W o rke rs  Party. Two ta lks on The Leninist 
C o ncept o f O rganization in the U.S. by 
Tom Kerry, e d ito r. International Socialist 
Review. A  ta lk  on G uerrilla  Movements  
in Latin A m erica by Jan G arre tt, fp rm e r 
e d ito r , Young Socialist. Plus p a rtie s  and 
picnic. F ri.-M on ., July 2, 3, 4 and 5. 
3737 W oodw ard . C a ll TE 1-6135 fo r  in -
fo rm a tio n . A u sp . S o c ia lis t W orke rs  Par-
t y  and Y oung  S o c ia lis t A llia n c e .

•
LOS A NG ELES  

A n s w e r'th e  Birchers! Buy and W e a r  
Your Badge: " C O N T R O L  Y O U R  L O C A L  
P O L IC E ." 25c. each, 5 fo r  $1. W r ite  to : 
M o de rn  Book Shop, 1702 East Fourth St.. 
Los A n g e le s  90033.

»  *  *

T H E O D O R E  ED W A RD S presents a 
M a rx is t v iew  o f  th e  news in his b i-w eek-
ly ra d io  com m en ta ry . Tues., July 6, 6:30 
p .m . (re p e a te d  W e d ., July 7, 9 a .m .) 
KPFK-FM  (90 .7 on yo u r d ia l) .

•
N E W  YO R K  

TH E  Z A N Z IB A R  R E V O LU TIO N , a
film , and a ta lk  b y  a re p re se n ta tive  o f 
th e  Tanzanian Embassy. Fri., July 2, 8:30 
p.m. 116 University PI. C o n tr ib . $1, s tu -
dents 50c. A usp . M i li ta n t  L a b o r Forum. 

*  *  *

JU L Y  9 —  PA UL KRASSNER, e d ito r, 
The Realist, a m agazine o f  fre e  th o u g h t 
and sa tire , speaks on : "I W as a Teach- 
In D ro p -O u t"  Fri., J u ly  9, 8 :30  p.m .

John L. Lewis

her department. The company re-
sponded by attem pting to reassign 
her to a new department. The 
question o f how many headlights 
workers would have to attach was 
le ft unsettled, and, despite the 
company o ffe r to reinstate Mrs. 
Domenk in another department, 
the workers sat down again. In  
both cases, the company responded 
by sending the department home, 
bu t reinstated them the fo llow ing  
day.

* * *

Paul Jennings, recently elected 
president of the In ternationa l 
Union of E lectrical Workers, has 
accused General E lectric o f mov-
ing w ork  from  its strike-bound 
Rome, Ga. p lant to plants abroad. 
The strike, now  over two months 
old, grew out of GE’s refusal to 
resolve workers’ grievances or to 
subm it them to arb itra tion.

To substantiate his charge, Jen-
nings claims, “ The company re-
cently announced that i t  is invest-
ing $43 m illion  to purchase ha lf 
interest in Compagnie B u ll General 
E lectric and Societe Industrie lle  
B u ll General E lectric in  France.”  
Jennings also mentioned other GE 
investments in  Ita ly .

Attempts by the Communication 
Workers of America to organize 
750 employes of Forrest Industries 
in  Forrest, Miss, have been coun-
tered by captive audience meet-
ings sponsored by the company. 
These anti-un ion  meetings, held 
on company time, u tilize  pro-boss 
propaganda, inc lud ing movies, to 
in tim ida te  workers. According to 
the June CWA News Forrest em-
ployes “ have been forced to meet 
in  secret in  a pine th icke t to avoid 
discovery and re tribu tion  by man-
agement.”

# * *

One of the effects o f increased 
automation and technology as ap-
plied to office w ork  is an increase 
in the number o f clerical jobs. 
According to a recent pamphlet 
by the U.S. Departm ent o f Labor 
“ C lerical Occupations fo r Women 
—  Today and Tom orrow,”  there 
has been a rapid grow th of cler-
ica l jobs compared to other oc-
cupations employing women w o rk -
ers. O f an estimated 10 m illion  
clerks, some 7 m illion  are women. 
The to ta l number of clerks is ex-
pected to reach 14 m illio n  by the 
end of 1975 according to the re -
port.

Most technological im prove-
ments in  offices have affected 
stenographers and typists, w h ile  
in tensify ing the need fo r such jobs 
as coding clerks, console and key-
punch operators and tape l i -
brarians.

Women planning to enter the 
clerical fie ld , however, should bear 
in  m ind that new electronic data 
processing machinery w il l  b ring  
substantial cuts in  personnel in  
some offices.

— Tom Leonard

By D ella  Rossa
LOS ANGELES —  “ I  never had 

a chance to fig h t fo r freedom be-
fore,”  said W orld W ar I I  veteran 
Charles Sims, head of the Boga- 
lusa, La., chapter of the Deacons 
fo r Defense and Justice, on a TV 
in te rv iew  program here on June 
13. “ Now I  w ant a whole lo t of 
freedom. Through the c iv il rights 
movement, w ith  the Deacons’ help, 
we can get it . ”

The Deacons fo r Defense and 
Justice are armed Negro self-de-
fense units. O rig ina ting  in  Jones-
boro, La., last summer, the Dea-
cons have spread to other com-
m unities in  Louisiana, Alabama 
and Mississippi. The purpose of 
the Deacons is to defend the Negro 
com m unity and c iv il' rights w o rk -
ers from  attacks by racists.

Sims was in terviewed on the 
Louis Lom ax TV  show. As soon 
as he was introduced, the Negro 
and w hite studio audience gave 
Sims w arm  support. Sims speaks 
qu ie tly  and b rie fly . His appear-
ance and personality pro ject 
courage and strength.

The Deacon spokesman said that 
the Deacons’ arms are defensive, 
and are necessary because law  en-
forcement and justice fo r Negroes 
in  the Sbuth are non-existent.

Sims to ld  Lom ax tha t the Dea-
cons w ould protect c iv il rights 
workers in  Bogalusa “ as long as 
we live .”  Isn ’t  he a fra id  of getting 
k illed? He answered simply, “ W hy 
w o rry  about dying when we 
haven’t  lived? A ll  we get is the

Negro Writers 
Attend Parley 
In New York

By Roland Sheppard
NEW YO RK —  Over 130 people 

attended the L ib e ra to r  magazine’s 
F if th  Anniversary w rite rs ’ confer-
ence in  H arlem  on June 19. The 
theme of the conference was 
“ black w rite rs  at the crossroads,”  
dealt w ith  in  fo u r panel discus-
sions around the questions: 1) “ Is 
pro-black necessarily anti-white?”  
2) “ Is a dialogue desirable be-
tween black and w hite?”  3) “ Must 
the black w r ite r  lead?”  and 4) 
“ Role of the b lack woman in w hite 
society.”

The most interesting debate oc-
curred in  the panel on the desir-
a b ility  of a dialogue between black 
and w hite. Dave Dellinger, editor 
o f L ib e ra tio n , a pacifis t magazine, 
said a w h ite  cannot rea lly  under-
stand the p ligh t of the Negro and 
any w h ite  is symbolic of the Ne-
gro’s oppressor. He understood, 
therefore, w hy blacks tended to 
re ject whites, such as himself, bu t 

• he hopes someday whites would 
prove capable of carry ing on a 
dialogue w ith  blacks.

C. E. Wilson, assistant editor of 
L ib e ra to r , said tha t the w h ite  man 
cannot be trusted. The whites are 
one large racist and reactionary 
mass, and the blacks are the only 
force fo r social change in this 
country. On these premises he con-
cluded tha t there can be no dia-
logue w hich can have any mean-
ing to the black man. The audience 
responded w ith  heavy applause.

The last member of the panel, 
Robert Vernon, w rite r fo r The 
M ilita n t ,  agreed w ith  W ilson that 
there is presently no basis fo r a 
dialogue between the masses of 
blacks and whites, bu t he said 
that th is situation w ould not re-
m ain fixed  and permanent. Ver- 
on pointed out tha t when a large 
section of whites becomes radical, 
then there should be a dialogue 
between them and blacks.

Vernon pointed to a deficiency 
of b lack radicals, in  tha t they 
have b u ilt  no v iable national or-
ganization. By bu ild ing  black 
power today, the black radical 
w ould be in  a position to deal w ith  
whites tom orrow, w ithou t having 
to depend upon whites to protect 
his interests.

W H Y  D EA C O N S A R E N EE D ED . This scene of rem ainder of SNCC  
Freedom School in Indianola, Miss., after it  was fire-bom bed by 
racists is a grim  rem inder of the need for organized self-defense 
by black communities.

backdoor treatm ent . . . W hat are 
they try in g  to do to us in  Lou-
isiana? They are try in g  to keep 
us from  being free men.”

A t one po in t in  the program, 
R ick Nannas, a young w hite c iv il 
rights w orker who had ju s t re-
turned from  Bogalusa, took the 
m ike and said that i f  i t  hadn’t 
been fo r Sims he couldn’t have 
gotten out of Bogalusa unharmed. 
Sims drove him  to the a irpo rt w ith  
his gun on the car seat beside him.

“ I  don’t  know how we could 
have made it, i f  i t  hadn’t been fo r 
the Deacons,”  Nannas said.

Rev. K ilgore, a spokesman for, 
M artin  Lu ther K in g ’s movement, 
also took the m ike and made a 
speech ca lling on the c iv il rights 
movement to confine itse lf to 
“ conciliation and reconciliation.”  

Sims answered Rev. K ilgore by 
saying, “ A fte r you’ve been in 
Bogalusa, you  w il l  look fo r me. 
We can’t live  w ith  the w h ite  man 
i f  we can’t  even ta lk  to him . And 
we can’t live  w ith  h im  i f  he k ills  
us firs t, either. You can’t have a 
conference i f  you have dead men 
represent you.”

In  an in te rv iew  w ith  the June 
14 Los Angeles T im es  Sims said,

“ I  saw a ll the blood and combat 
I  ever w ant to  see in  the second 
W orld War. I saw innocent people 
k illed , too. I don’t w ant to see 
any more combat i f  I can get 
around it. B u t i f  ever there is a 
line coming at us, w ith  l it t le  or 
big weapons, I  w ant to be ready.”  
He said i t  takes h im  only 15 m in -
utes to mobilize 100 Deacons.

Sims spent fo u r years in  the 
arm y as a technical sergeant in  
charge of arms instruction. “ I  
moved around. I saw things I  
never thought about in  Bogalusa. 
I went to the lib ra ry  and I  s tud i-
ed . .  . One day in  the arm y I  saw 
a corporal who was a policeman 
in Bogalusa. He saw me in  in -
tegrated places and a ll that. He 
was a die-hard. He got out of the 
service firs t. He saw me back in 
Bogalusa —  me s till in un iform .

“ F irs t th ing  he says, ‘Remem-
ber, you’re not in  the arm y now.’ 
I  made up m y m ind then not to be 
pushed around.”

The president of the Deacons 
fo r Defense and Justice is Percy 
Lee Bradford o f Jonesboro, La. 
Ernest Thomas of the same c ity  is 
Vice president and fu ll- t im e  or-
ganizer of the defense group.

Militant Subscription Drive 
Secures 3,389 New Readers

By K aro lyn  K e rry
NEW YORK, June 22 —  Our 

loyal supporters did i t  again and 
fil le d  the national quota in  the 
d rive  to expand the circu la tion of 
The M il ita n t  tha t has jus t ended.
Chicago heads the lis t once more 
and must be congratulated on the 
outstanding job they did.

The figures show an encourag-
ing trend fo r the paper to be 
spread to many of the m ajor cities 
in  the country, especially in  the 
M idwest and on the East coast.

Our supporters in  the T w in  
Cities w rote tha t a group of them 
drove to Des Moines, Iowa and 
sold 73 subscriptions in  a few 
hours. O ur correspondent w rote:
“ In  the Des Moines area many 
people haven’t  heard about social-
ism and a socialist paper has 
never been sold. People were in -
terested in  looking at and buying 
a paper tha t supports the Negro 
struggle and exposes the condi-
tions the Negro people live  in  
throughout the South and the 
North. Negroes in  Des Moines were 
interested in  the w ar in  V ietnam  
and w hat The M il ita n t  had to say 
about M alcolm  X , and a number 
o f his speeches were sold. Plans

are being made to cover th is area
during  the next sub d rive  to w iden
the audience o f The M il ita n t ,  the
paper that p rin ts  the facts about
the w orld  today.”

We haven’t  heard about a ll the
high scorers in the drive, bu t in
Chicago D.W. sold 70 subscrip-
tions, B.W. sold 56 and S.B . sold
53. P.H. led the subscription d rive
in  New Y ork  w ith  a tota l of 70
new M il ita n t  readers.
C ity Quota Subs
Chicago 500 659
D etro it 500 536
New York 500 529
Boston 275 325
Oakland 250 258
T w in  Cities 175 201
Cleveland 200 158
Philadelphia 125 125
Denver 100 103
Seattle 75 90
Newark 200 89
Los Angeles 200 85
San Francisco 100 66
M ilwaukee 100 34
San Diego 50 U
St. Louis 15 10
General ------ 120

Total 3,365 3,389

F o r  the first time in 60 years a 
union, the United M ine Workers, 
was found gu ilty  by the U.S. Su-
preme C ourt o f v io la ting  the Sher-
man A n ti-T ru s t Act. The suit 
against the U M W  and the B itu -
minous Coal Operators Association 
(BC O A) was in itia ted  by the 
P h illips  Brothers Coal Company. 
The la tte r was awarded damages 
o f $270,000 plus $55,000 in a tto r-
neys’ fees.

In  its appeal, p rio r to the U.S. 
Supreme C ourt decision, the UM W  
said s im ila r cases pending in  lower 
courts invo lved damage claims 
to ta ling  about $39 m illion . The 
su it against U M W  and BCOA, 
w h ich  represents the automated 
mines in  the industry, is pa rt of 
a pattern w hich began w ith  a 
sweetheart contract signed by John 
L . Lew is in  1950.

Under th is agreement Lewis 
agreed to automation of the coal 
mines, under company control, at 
the expense of workers’ jobs. Since 
then tens of thousands of m iners 
have been forced out o f w ork, the 
pension and w elfare  fund has been 
badly depleted, and now, the small 
operators are attem pting to com-
plete the destruction of the union 
w ith  the aid of the courts.
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Double Standard of Justice

REVIEWS Cuban Exiles Freed, Negro Persecuted
a n d

REPORTS i

TH E G U ER R ILLA  MOVEMENT  
IN ' GUATEM ALA, by Adolfo 
Gilly. Part I I .  M onth ly Review, 
June 1965. 50 cents.
One does not know  whether to 

be more pleased w ith  the second 
insta llm ent o f G illy ’s a rtic le  on 
the Guatemalan guerrillas or w ith  
the M o n th ly  R eview  editors’ prolo-
gue to it. W hat the editors o f M R  
have to say is especially im portan t 
fo r the American socialist move-
ment:

“ Despite the differences between 
the ir situation and ours, the Gua-
temalan guerrillas have pointed 
the way to us. They have taken a 
decisive step tow ard the in te rn a -
t io n a liz a tio n  o f the ir struggle. 
T he ir appeal is not to Guatemalans 
as such bu t to peasants and w ork-
ers, and they know  tha t the enemy 
they are fig h tin g  against is . . . 
in te rn a tio n a l im p e ria lism  . . .  In -
ternational im peria lism  can be de-
feated only by in ternational rev-
o lu tion . . .

“ Socialists in  the U nited States, 
fo r  example, have got to stop 
th in k in g  o f themselves as a tin y  
m in o rity  . . . Instead, they must 
th in k  o f themselves as members of 
an immense in te rnationa l move-
ment, capable of embracing the 
overwhelm ing m a jo rity  of man-
k ind, w hich has the revo lu tionary 
task of defeating and overthrow -
ing in ternational im peria lism  . . .”  

The M R  editors argue tha t the 
grow ing p r o t e s t  movements 
against the w ar in  V ietnam and 
against J im  Crow provide a bet-
te r s ituation fo r the development 
o f socialist consciousness than has 
existed fo r  decades. But, “ to  grow 
and eventua lly succeed, [these 
movements] must learn to under-
stand the evils they are protesting 
against, to see tha t these evils are 
inevitable manifestations of mono-
poly capitalism, and to set them-
selves the goal of overthrow ing 
the evil-breeding system and re-
placing i t  by a socialist society of 
collective ownership and produc-
tion  fo r use. Who i f  not socialists 
are to take on the job o f teaching 
these tru ths?”

“ T e ll the tru th  —  tha t capital-
ism and im peria lism  are doomed,” 
they w rite . “ This must be the basis 
of sound socialist strategy in the 
U nited States as w e ll as in  Gua-
temala and a ll the other countries
o f the w orld .”

* * *
Many more lessons than the in -

ternational nature of the anti-im -' 
peria lis t struggle are being learned
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by the Guatemalan gue rrilla  fig h t-
ers. B u t the fact tha t they are par-
ticipants in one of the few  ad-
vanced movements among the 
peasantry in  this hemisphere gives 
a vanguard character to these les-
sors.

Many guerrilla  units are over-
w helm ing ly peasant in composi-
tion, G illy  reports. The roving 
rebel units have come to know and 
trus t the judgm ent of the peasant, 
who has a knack fo r an accurate 
assessment o f the local situation, 
especially when i t  applies to a 
question of the peasants’ own or-
ganizations.

The organs of the agrarian rev-
o lution in Guatemala include fa r 
more than the mobile gue rrilla  
units. Underground peasant com-
mittees, set up by inhabitants of 
a v illage w ith  the advice and en-
couragement o f the guerrillas, in -
creasingly take on the functions of 
government. Peasant m ilitias, 
armed groups grow ing out of these 
committees, provide a recru iting  
ground fo r the guerrillas and local 
self-defense Unit fo r the villagers.

“ Singly, each one who chal-
lenges the la tifu n d is ta  [landow n-
er] or his representative”  (the 
governm ent period ica lly  sends 
agents to dispossess a peasant 
from  the land he t i l ls )  “ and, in  
extreme cases, resorts to violence, 
is lik e ly  to be persecuted and 
b ru ta lly  subdued . . . United, they 
are held in  respect and can put 
the m ilit ia  in to  action against any-
one who is m altreating a peasant, 
w ithou t im p lica ting  the peasant in 
question.”

Socialist Program
The guerrillas consider this a 

prom ising development of w hat 
they call dua lity  of power, that is, 
the rise of the ru ra l poor’s chal-
lenge to the capita list regime.

The rebels are also learn ing and 
applying socialist principles of 
revo lu tionary organization. G illy  
reports tha t they feel a fierce sense 
of equality, w hich they practice 
s tr ic tly . They express deep iden-
tifica tion  w ith  the figh ting  peoples 
of other colonial areas and an in -
tense desire to unite in practice 
w ith  other movements in  La tin  
Am erican countries.

The gue rrilla  movement recruits 
its members to the programmatic 
struggle fo r a workers and fa rm -
ers government. W ith in  the guer-
r i l la  units discussion is free and 
sometimes long, but, as rebel lead-
er Evaristo Aldana to ld  G illy , 
“ G iven the tasks tha t we must 
fu l f i l l  and the conditions under 
w hich the struggle is developing, 
we are obliged to base ourselves 
on w hat is called ‘democratic 
centralism .’ ”

The chief lesson of the “ Gua-
temalan breakthrough,”  as the 
M R  editors have labeled G illy ’s 
excellent reportage, can be sum-
med up easily. B u t le t Coman- 
dante Anton io  Marcos Yon Sosa 
do it:

“ I t ’s not enough to be fo r so-
c ia lis t revolution, you have to say 
so. There are companeros who 
th ink  tha t although they them-
selves can understand it,  the 
masses cannot, and therefore one 
must not speak of it. This shows 
lack of confidence in the masses. 
These companeros th ink  tha t the 
peasants are concerned only w ith  
crops; whereas peasants today are 
interested in  Cuba, China, the 
Congo, and everyth ing tha t’s hap-
pening in  the w orld. You need 
only to ta lk  to them to find  this 
out. B u t you must ta lk  to them 
in simple language, not in  ab-
stract form ulas; and there’s no-
th ing  sim pler than the idea of a 
government of workers and peas-
ants.”

— Jay G arnett

By D avid  Herm an
NEW YO RK — The biased 

character of our system of justice 
was sham efully apparent in  the 
contrasting way tw o recent cases 
have been handled in the New 
Y ork  courts. One case involves 
George W hitmore, and the other, 
three Cuban counterrevolution-
aries.

A  state Supreme C ourt justice 
dismissed the indictm ents against 
two anti-Castro Cubans and a 
Cuban-Am erican who fired  a 
h igh ly  explosive bazooka shell at 
the U nited Nations bu ild ing  when 
Cuba’s Che Guevara spoke there 
last December. The three had con-
fessed, but the confessions were 
ruled inadmissible as evidence.

The confessions were th row n out 
because the law yer of the three, 
who had seen the defendants pre-
viously, was refused permission to 
be w ith  his clients during  the five  
hours they gave the ir confessions 
to the police. No charges' of police 
beatings to force the confessions 
were, involved.

Notice of Appeal
D is tric t attorney F rank O ’Con-

ner said his office w ould file  a 
notice of appeal, to preserve the 
rig h t of appeal, bu t that he had 
“ reservations”  about carry ing the 
case fu rther. A fte r a ll, these boys 
only wanted to b low  up the UN!

This concern shown fo r the legal 
rights of the counterrevolution-
aries, stands in  marked contrast 
to the b la tan t disregard shown fo r 
the rights of George W hitm ore, a 
20-year-old Negro.

W hitm ore was beaten by cops 
last year u n til he “ confessed”  to 
three murders and an attempted 
rape. Since then, one of these con-
fessions, to the double m urder of 
E m ily  H o ffe rt and Janice W ylie, 
has been proven false, and another 
man indicted fo r the crime.

A ll  of W hitm ore’s confessions 
were made at the same time, 
during the same beating. They 
were extracted by the same detec-

Black Nationalist Faces 
20-Year Jail Term on 
Phony Perjury Charge

Donald Freeman, who was 
fired  by the Cleveland Board 
o f Education last March be-
cause o f an artic le  he w rote in  
B lack A m erica  ,a black nationalist 
publication of the Revolutionary 
Action Movement, is being per-
secuted fu rther. The Cayahoga 
County Grand Ju ry  indicted him  
on two counts of pe rju ry  June 8. 
The penalty he faces is from  one 
to ten years in  prison on each 
count.

The pe rju ry  indictm ents stem 
from  hearings before the Cleve-
land Board of Education on A p r il 
15 —  not from  any court proceed-
ings. The law  gives the Board of 
Education the r ig h t to question its 
employes under oath about the ir 
qualifications or personal lives.

Freeman is charged w ith  hav-
ing lied when he stated: 1) that 
he was home sick on May 1, 1964; 
2) that he was not in  Nashville, 
Term., on May 1, 1964. In  other 
words, Freeman faces 20 years in 
prison fo r  the “ crim e”  o f g iv ing 
his employer an allegedly false ex-
cuse fo r staying away frpm  his 
teaching job one day.

Stanley E. T o llive r, Freeman’s 
lawyer, said that: “ This in d ic t-
ment is another example o f dual 
law  enforcement in  Cleveland.”  
T o llive r described a case o f police-
men who lied in  court to fram e- 
up a c iv il rights demonstrator. “ I  
brought TV fi lm  in to  court to 
prove the policemen who testified 
against h im  were ly ing ,”  said 
To llive r. A fte r the defendant was 
found innocent, no d isc ip linary ac-
tion  was taken against the police.

“ B u t now, when a teacher is 
accused o f ly in g  before a school 
board —  w hich isn’t  even a court 
—  i t  is called pe rju ry ,”  declared 
the outraged attorfiey.

tives. W hitm ore was not provided 
w ith  a law yer before or during 
the “ questioning.”  Not only have 
the other tw o confessions been 
ru led “ va lid ,”  W hitm ore is s till 
being prosecuted fo r the other 
m urder and attempted rape!

The latest abuse of W hitm ore’s 
legal rights came in  a decision of 
the appellate division o f the state 
court tha t W hitm ore could be tried 
on the attempted rape charge be-
fore the m urder charge. This over-
turned a decision of Supreme 
Court justice V incent Damiani 
g ranting the defense request to

have the m urder tr ia l firs t.
The prosecuting d is tric t attorney 

made p la in  w hy he wants to b ring  
the less serious ind ictm ent to  tr ia l 
firs t:

“ There was no evidence in  the 
Edmonds [m urde r] case other 
than his confession. I t  was [m y ] 
considered judgm ent that the ou t-
come of the rape prosecution may 
w e ll determine the course of the 
fu tu re  proceedings to  be taken 
w ith  respect to the pending m ur-
der ind ictm ent.”

In / other words, the d is tric t at-
torney hopes to pin the lesser 
crime on W hitmore, and use this 
to fram e h im  on the m urder 
charge, fo r which there is no evi-
dence other than —  the “ confes-
sion.”

Now that they have forced three 
confessions from  W hitm ore (w ho 
has spent more than a year in  ja i l  
a lready), and the a ffa ir  has got-
ten so much pub lic ity , the “ law  
enforcement”  agencies are ou t to 
get h im  fo r something. Otherwise, 
the ir method of securing justice 
and solving crimes w ould be ex-
posed.

Justice in  New York, like  justice 
in  Mississippi, is not im partia l. I t  
is class justice, w ith  one standard 
fo r the rich  and pow erfu l, and 
those on the ir side, and w ith  an-
other fo r the poor, especially those 
who are black.

New Indictment in Frame-Up 
O f Wm. Epton in New York

NEW YO RK —  The c ity  ad-
m in is tra tion  is s till try in g  to d i-
ve rt attention from  its own gu ilt 
in  causing last summer’s social ex-
plosion in Harlem by try in g  to 
blame a few “ le ft w ing  agitators”  
fo r the angry reaction of thou-
sands of Harlem  residents to the 
k ill in g  of 15-year-old James Powell 
by an off-duty police lieutenant.

W illiam  Epton, vice president of 
the Progressive Labor P arty  (fo r-
m erly the Progressive Labor 
Movement) was h it June 8 w ith  
a “ superseding ind ictm ent”  charg-
ing fou r counts of “ conspiracy to 
com m it c rim ina l anarchy”  and 
“ conspiracy to r io t.”  The new in -
d ictm ent takes the place of the old 
one which contained only two 
counts. I t  was returned by the 
notorious New Y ork  County Grand 
Ju ry  which has ja iled some 17 
persons fo r refusing to in fo rm  be-
fore it. I f  convicted on a ll counts, 
Epton faces 17 years in ja il  and 
$12,000 in fines.

Anarchy Law
The charges involve a ha lf-

century-old state “ crim ina l an-
archy”  law  which hasn’t been in -
voked fo r decades. The New Y ork  
chapter of the American C iv il L ib -
erties Union has entered the case, 
asking that the ind ictm ent be 
dropped.

Named as “ co-conspirators,”  but 
not as co-defendants at the time 
of Epton’s re-indictment, were B ill 
McAdoo, David Douglas, V iv ian  
Anderson, Otis Chestnut, Harold 
Young and Michael Crenovich.

Epton, who is runn ing fo r State 
Senator from  Manhattan’s 21st 
d is tric t in  the coming election, said 
the new ind ictm ent was an at-
tem pt by the c ity  adm inistration 
“ to get o ff the hook fo r having 
done noth ing fo r the black people 
in th is c ity  fo llow ing the year-old 
H arlem  rebellion.”

In  another development, L ieut. 
Thomas R. G illigan, the cop who 
k illed  the 15-year-old Negro stu-
dent and who was cleared by the 
police department and a blue- 
ribbon grand ju ry , filed  a $5 m il-
lion  libe l suit against an amalgam 
of defendants.

Indications are tha t the suit is 
connected w ith  the increased ac-
t iv i ty  w ith in  the police department 
o f fa r-righ t w ing  groups, and is 
part o f a campaign by these groups 
to smear the entire c iv il rights 
movement. Roy M. Cohn, who be-

came notorious as counsel fo r the 
late senator Joseph M cCarthy's 
w itch -hun t committee, is one o f 
G illigan ’s lawyers in  the suit. 
Named as defendants in  the su it 
filed  M ay 24 are M artin  Lu the r 
K ing  Jr., CORE’s James" Farm er 
and H arlem  rent s trike  leader 
Jesse Gray as w e ll as Epton and 
the Progressive Labor Movement. 
On d iffe ren t occasions last sum-
mer, a ll o f these pub lic ly  deplored 
G illigan ’s action in  k ill in g  the 
youth, as did thousands o f other 
Negroes and c iv il rights fighters 
in  New Y ork and elsewhere.

Court Concession Won 
By Muslims on Rights

The Black Muslims won a par-
t ia l v ic to ry  in  the ir fig h t to prac-
tice the ir re lig ion  in  prison in  I l -
linois. U.S. D is tr ic t C ourt Judge 
Richard B. A ustin  ru led on June 
7 that prison o ffic ia ls must a l-
low  Black Muslims to have the 
Koran, bu t can refuse to perm it 
them any other M uslim  lite ra ture . 
He said that prison authorities 
w il l  not be required to assure tha t 
M uslim  services are held, bu t 
added:

“ Should a recognized M uslim  or 
Islam ic m in ister make his services 
available to the prison, however, 
and space and norm al prison 
routine perm it, those who sincere-
ly  believe in  these faiths should 
be allowed to attend any service 
he shall conduct.”

The ru lin g  came as the result 
o f a suit by Thomas Cooper, 34, 
who is serving a 200-year sen-
tence in  the S tateville  P enitentiary 
fo r two m urder convictions. Coop-
er sued the warden and fo rm er 
state d irector of public safety on 
the grounds tha t they were v io la t-
ing the federal C iv il Rights A c t by 
denying h im  the rig h t to fo llow  
the M uslim  religion.

How Cuba Uprooted 
Race Discrimination

By H a rry  Ring

16 pages 15 cents

Pioneer Publishers 
5 East Third St.

N ew  Y ork , N . Y . 10003



Page Four

t h e  MILITANT
Editor: JOSEPH H A N S E N  

M anaging Editor: B A R R Y  S H E P P A R D  Business Manager: K A R O L Y N  K E R R Y

Published w eekly , except during Ju ly  and August when published b i-w eek ly , 
by  The M ilita n t Publishing Ass’n., 116 U nivers ity  P I., New, Y ork  3, N .Y . Phone 
C H 3-2140. Second-class postage paid at N ew  Y o rk , N .Y . Subscription: $3 a year; 
Canadian, $3.50; foreign, $4.50. Signed articles by contributors do not necessarily 
represent The M ilita n t’s views. These are expressed in editorials.

. V o l. 29 -  No. 26 < ^ ^ > 3 4 5  M onday, June 28, 1965

Time Bomb in Santo Domingo
Each day U.S. troops con tinue  to  occupy the  D o m in ican  Re-

p u b lic , the  danger increases o f a mass s laugh te r o f the  D o m in -
ican  C o n s titu tio n a lis ts  w h o  are su rrounded  by  U.S. troops and 
boxed in to  the  streets o f d o w n to w n  Santo D om ingo.

R e p o rting  to  th e  U n ite d  N ations June  18, Jose M ayobre , the  
U N  rep resen ta tive  in  Santo D om ingo, sta ted th a t the  U .S .-sup -
p o rted  troops o f th e  re a c tio n a ry  Im b e rt ju n ta  w e re  “ kn o w n  to 
have massed in  la rge  num bers n o rth  o f the  c o rr id o r.”

“ R ad io  Santo D om ingo ,”  he con tinued , “ w h ic h  is co n tro lle d  
b y  th e  Im b e r t side, b roadcast . . . in f la m m a to ry  speeches s ta t-
in g  th a t these w e re  the  la s t days o f the  ‘rebe ls ’ and ask ing  the  
c iv i l ia n  p o p u la tio n  o f the  Caamano area to  cooperate w ith  the  
D o m in ica n  a rm y  ‘w h ich  w i l l  e n te r the  c ity  a t any m om en t.’ ”  The 
p re v io u s  day, U.S. forces seized w ith o u t w a rn in g  an add itiona l, 50 
square b locks o f the  d o w n to w n  area, k i l l in g  scores and w o u n d -
in g  hundreds.

M ost om inous, an Associated Press re p o rt said th a t th e  U.S. 
.was p la n n in g  to  p ro vo ke  an a tta ck  by  the  C o n s titu tio n a lis ts  w h ich  
gCQuld serve as an excuse fo r  the  U.S. occupy ing  the  e n tire  area 
p re se n tly  co n tro lle d  b y  the  C o n s titu tio n a lis ts .

T he  U.S. forces w h ic h  landed in  the  D o m in ican  R epub lic  in  
..v io la tion  o f the  n a tio n a l so ve re ign ty  o f th a t c o u n try  have a lready  
m u rd e re d  hundreds o f D om in icans in  th e ir  va rious  m aneuvers. 
B u t i f  th e y  m ove to  w ip e  o u t th e  C o n s titu tio n a lis ts , th e y  w i l l  k i l l  
thousands in  a h o rr ib le  re -e n a c tm e n t o f th e  c ru sh in g  o f the  W a r-
saw ghe tto  by  H it le r  in  1944.

The Associated Press re p o rt was dism issed by  the  S tate  D e-
p a rtm e n t as a “ ru m o r.”  B u t as long  as U.S. troops re m a in  in  Santo 
D om ingo , th e  danger ex is ts  th a t th e y  w i l l  a tte m p t to  l iq u id a te  
th e  re vo lu tio n a rie s  in  a house-by-house  b loodbath .

U.S. troops m us t be w ith d ra w n  fro m  Santo D om ingo  before 
th is  h o r r ify in g  p o s s ib ility  can become a re a lity . The D om in ican  
people m us t be a llow ed  to  de te rm in e  th e ir  ow n fa te  w ith o u t U.S. 
bayonets d ic ta tin g  th e ir  fu tu re  to  them .
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14th of June Land Program
Dominican Revolutionist at N.Y. Forum

N E W  Y O R K  —  Marcelo  
Bermudez, a representative 
of the Dom inican Republic’s 
June 14 Movem ent, spoke to 
a packed hall at the M ilitan t 
Labor Forum  here on June 
18.

Bermudez is one of the sur-
vivors of the June 14 M ove-
m ent’s “Constitutional G uer-
rillas,” who resisted w ith  
arms the m ilita ry  coup that 
overthrow  the constitutional 
government in  the fa ll of 
1963. Tw o dozen of the guer-
rillas w ere k illed  at that time, 
including the beloved leader 
of the June 14 Movement, 
Manuel Tavarez Justo, and 
about 100 w ere jailed . Some 
of these, including Bermudez, 
were later deported.

“W e lost that battle,” said 
the young speaker, “but the 
people learned and the fight 
they are putting up today 
proves it .” H e said the Con-
stitution of 1963, which the 
present Constitutional rev -
olutionaries restored, “was to 
stop the priv ilege of the o li-
garchy, of the latifundists, to 
let the workers share in  the  
fru its  of industry, to make  
the land reform .”

Bermudez said those who 
th ink  a peaceful solution is 
possible in  Santo Domingo 
“are m aking illusions and 
just don’t know w hat the 
orders of the U.S. troops are.” 
The U.S. troops are attack-
ing, he said, and “are there to 
stop the constitution, to k ill 
Dom inican patriots, because 
the im perialists need the m il-
ita ry  oligarchy to defend 
the ir holdings and their ex-
ploitation.” H e said thousands 
of Dominicans outside of

Marcelo Bermudez

Santo Domingo have been 
ja iled  by the U.S.-backed  
jun ta  forces and' there is ev-
ery indication m any of these 
prisoners have been m u r-
dered in the pattern of the 
T ru jillo  regime.

“The only w ay to get rid  
of the Yankee invader,” said 
Bermudez, “is through armed 
struggle. This position is 
final. W e w ill fight to the  
end.”

A collection was taken  
from  the audience. T h e  
money was turned over to the 
Dom inican S olidarity  Com-
m ittee of the P ro -Independ-
ence Movem ent (M P I)  of 
Puerto Rico, to help spread 
the truth  about the D om in i-
can revolution and send med-
ical supplies to the D om in i-
cans.As you can sec from  the fina l 

scoreboard, we did i t  again. 
A lm ost every area got its money 
in  on time, and a few areas went 
over the top —  most impressively, 
Boston and Chicago.

The General did very w ell, too, 
and we w ould like  to thank those 

'm any readers and supporters 
across the country who sent in 
w ha t they could, from  $1 to $200, 
to support The M ilita n t.

A  le tte r from  Joe B. said: “ En- 
’ closed is a contribution to the 
■M ilitan t Fund. C redit th is to 
Philadelphia. I t  helps keep one 
sane in  th is day of the big lie, 
when they speak of peace and 
make w ar, to see The M ilita n t  say 
w ha t has to be said.”

Joe B. pu t his finger on the im -
portance of the drive we have 
ju s t finished. The funds which 
you, our supporters, generously 
gave, w il l  be put to w ork  helping 
■The M il ita n t  to say w hat has to 
be said.

We w il l  continue to publish 
analysis, news, and discussion 
about the developing movement

against Johnson’s im peria lis t w ar 
in  Vietnam. The M il ita n t  w il l  be 
p laying an increasingly im portant 
role w ith in  the an tiw ar movement 
as i t  develops and deepens.

Reportage of im portant develop-
ments in Cuba, includ ing reports 
and texts of m ajor speeches by the 
revo lu tionary leaders, w il l  con-
tinue to be an im portant function 
performed almost singlehandedly 
by The M ilita n t.  We w il l  have 
other im portant in ternational 
news, such as the recent f irs t-
hand report from  Boliv ia .

Discussion, news, and analysis 
of the Freedom Now movement 
w il l  continue to be an im portant 
part of The M il i ta n t ’s coverage. 
We’l l  have articles on the labor 
movement, the struggle to protect 
the B ill o f Rights, and other as-
pects of the social struggles going 
on in  the w orld  and in th is coun-
try .

And most im portant, The M i l i -
ta n t w il l  continue to bu ild  a so-
c ia lis t movement which w il l  one 
day bu ild  a new society in the 
United States.

[W e p r in t below an artic le  from  
the May 30 issue of “ El J-14,”  o f-
fic ia l organ of the Dominican Re-
pub lic ’s June 14 Movement. The 
paper is published in the Constitu-
tional section of Santo Domingo. 
The fo llow ing  translation is by 
The  M ilita ry .]

* * *
The h istory of Santo Domingo 

is the story of the struggle of a 
people to achieve social and eco-
nomic liberation from  the colonial 
and im peria lis t powers which have 
exploited and robbed it.

The independence movement of 
the 27 of February, 1844, led by 
Duarte, declared our separation 
from  a ll foreign power and estab-
lished us as a nation, determined 
to be free and sovereign. Form ally, 
we are independent, but we have 
not rea lly  had this independence 
because we have not had control 
o f our own economy, the base of 
sovereign development.

The present democratic move-
ment, w hich has a profoundly rev-
o lu tionary character because of its 
in tensity and the way the masses 
have participated, is a projection 
of the independence movement of 
1844 which was frustrated by the 
large landholders.

Oligarchy Dominated
The large landholders, the main 

section of the oligarchy, in f i lt ra t-
ed that movement and ended up 
dom inating the po litica l leadership 
of these early democratic strug-
gles against the colonial powers 
of that epoch.

The m iddle class, w hich was in 
that epoch the most revolutionary, 
was a llied w ith  the large land-
holders in  the po litica l and m ili-
ta ry  leadership of the movement. 
The farmers remained oppressed.

A fte r the Restoration [Spain re -
occupied the country in  1861 and 
was expelled in  1865 when the 
republic was restored] the o li-
garchy conserved in tact its eco-
nomic and social structures, the 
predominance of the large land-
holders, etc. This perm itted i t  to 
oust from  power Gregorio Luperon 
[leader of the fig h t against Spain], 
who represented the revolutionary 
ideals of creating new economic 
and social relations in  Dominican 
society. The farmers remained op-
pressed.

Imperialists Take Over
Then, w ith  the passing of the 

United States to its im peria lis t 
phase, the national oligarchy l i t -
tle  by lit t le  handed the Dominican 
economy over to the im perialists 
in  W all St. in order to keep them-
selves in  power. The loans of the 
house of H arm ont passed in to  the 
hands of U.S. firm s, then the U.S. 
Marines occupied our land in  1916 
— under the same pre text as now 
of “ peace keeping” —bu t in  rea lity  
fo r the fo llow ing  reasons: to con-
serve and increase U.S. economic 
interests, and to create the mech-
anism that could insure them the 
returns on the enterprises exp lo it-
ing our resources and riches. That 
mechanism was the m ilita ry  d ic-
tatorship.

I t  can be said tha t the early 
revolution fo r independence could 
not complete itse lf because i t  did 
not invo lve the active partic ipa-
tion of the main body of the peo-
ple, the farmers, and did not 
create a firm , homogeneous van-
guard w ith  a solid economic base. 
The same is true of the w ar of 
Restoration.

I f  we analyze the defeats of our
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revo lu tionary movements; inc lud-
ing the g l o r i o u s  expedition 
[against T ru jil lo  on June 14] of 
1959, the Insurrection of Novem-
ber [1963], not to mention the 
government of Professor Bosch, 
we see that the farm ers were not 
incorporated po litica lly  in to  the 
struggle.

A t the present time, i t  follows, 
the great problem of the Dom-
inican Revolution is: to incorpor-
ate the farm ers in to  the struggle.

The farmers w il l  be incorporat- * 
ed, we know, as the revolution 
carries out the ir f ig h t fo r land, 
organizes them, and fights together 
w ith  them, w ith  arms, fo r the 
Agrarian Reform.

We consider that in the present

fig h t fo r national sovereignty, the 
shortest, surest way to include the 
farmers and the countryside is to 
promulgate a law w hich orders the 
immediate handing over of the 
lands of the large landowners to 
the farmers, to in itia te  the 
Agrarian Reform and the proscrib-
ing of the large landholdings as 
promised by the constitution of 
’63. This w il l  also serve as just 
punishment to the large land-
holders, who support the Yankee 
aggression against our country.

We must advance the fig h t fo r 
land fo r the farmers.

We must help them do it  them -
selves. This is the only road to 
v ictory.

Fund Scoreboard
City Quota Paid Percent
Boston S 906 $ 1,000 111
Chicago 1,800 2,000 111
Cleveland 800 816 102
Oakland/Berkeley 900 915 102
Allentown 200 200 100
Denver 300 300 100
Detroit 1,200 1,200 100
Los Angeles 4.000 4,000 100
Milwaukee 400 400 100
New York 5,800 5,800 100
Philadelphia 300 300 100
San Francisco 250 250 100
San Diego 900 ‘ 901 100
Twin Cities 1.400 1,400 100
St. Louis 200 143 74
General 250 518 201

Final Total $20,300 $20,843 104
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British Teach-Ins Score 
U. S. War in Vietnam

Polls Point Up Teach-Ins

No Johnson 'Consensus' on Vietnam
The teach-in movement is tak-

ing  root in England, where in  the 
space of a week two m ajor stu- 
den t-facu lty  discussions of the 
V ietnam  w ar have been held. The 
firs t, June 11, was at U n ivers ity  
College, London. Over 1,000 stu-
dents heard 20 speakers only three 
of whom defended Johnson’s pol-
icy.

Isaac Deutscher, the M arx is t 
h istorian who spoke in  the na-
tiona l teach-in in  Washington, 
May 15, led the London attack on 
the State Department. Character-
iz ing President Johnson as the po-
liceman o f w orld  counterrevolu-
tion, he attacked B ritish  Prim e 
M in is te r H arold W ilson as John-
son’s assistant cop, and demanded 
to know  w hy the B ritish  Labor 
Party supports the Vietnamese 
war.

Two U nited States Embassy o f-
fic ia ls who had promised to at-
tend fo llowed the Bundy preced-
ent, backing out at the last minute. 
T he ir replacement was a h a lf- 
hour f i lm  of a speech by LB J: the 
one th a t promised to raise the 
liv in g  standards o f the Vietnamese 
by creating a T V A  type pro ject on 
the Mekong R iver —  remember?

A t the second B ritish  teach-in, 
at O xfo rd  U n ive rs ity  June 16, 
w hich was carried live  over BBC 
television, the State Departm ent 
tr ied  bu t fa iled to regain its pres-
tige. T he ir man at O xford was the 
recent U.S. Ambassador to V ie t-
nam, H enry Cabot Lodge. The only 
trouble was, Lodge lost his temper 
and spilled the beans. According to 
the New  Y o rk  T im es  o f June 17, 
the explanation is Lodge just 
wasn’t  experienced in the “ tra d i-
tion  of stormy debates”  and 
“ heckling”  fa m ilia r to the O xford 
student debaters.

When he was pushed into a cor-
ner about the fa ilu re  of the United 
States to make serious negotia-
tion  offers, Lodge b lurted out: 
“ W inston C hurch ill w ould not 
have negotiated at D unk irk . I 
don’t th in k  any country in  the 
w orld  would negotiate when there

Enterprise Too Private
A  form er transport manager in  

a paper carton factory near D arl-
ington, England, was caught steal-
ing from  his boss (a ll o f $571 
w orth ) and was sentenced to a 
year in  ja il. The manager, D errick 
Jackson, had secretly sold used 
packing cases instead o f having 
them burned. H is illegal efforts, 
however, gave the company a 
good idea — and now i t  is selling 
the cases.
Greek Royalty Grant Boon

The w orld -w ide  w a r against 
poverty was recently jo ined by 
two royal recruits. K ing  Constan-
tine  and Queen A nne-M arie of 
Greece have announced they w il l  
guarantee a proper education to 
a ll poor Greek babies born on the 
same day th e ir own baby is born. 
The queen is expecting her firs t 
child th is month. Children born 
on other days w il l  s t i l l  have to get 
on the best they can.
Fight for Liberties in India

A nationw ide campaign fo r c iv il 
liberties is being organized in 
Ind ia  to oppose the “ national 
emergency”  decree and the “ De-
fense of Ind ia ”  laws, under which 
hundreds of le ftis t leaders have 
been a rb itra r ily  ja iled by Prem ier 
Shastri’s Congress Party govern-
ment. A  m ajor c iv il liberties con-
vention was held in  Bombay June 
12-13, presided over by N.C. Chat- 
terjee, head of the A ll- In d ia  C iv il 
L iberties Union. The organizing 
committee included prom inent 
lawyers, journalists, trade union-
ists, and leaders of a ll the parties 
on the le ft, inc lud ing the T ro tsky-
is t group. Other regional con-
ferences to demand release of pol-

is large aggression in its  te rr ito ry .”  
(Emphasis added)

Precisely when the American 
ru ling  class decided to annex 
South V ietnam  to U.S. te rr ito ry  is 
a question we haven’t  been able to 
trace down. Evidence strongly 
points to the year 1954 —  when 
the U.S. w ent in to  South V ie t-
nam and set up Diem as its firs t 
puppet dictator.

Three Detroit Socialists 
Cleared on Charges of 
'Interfering' With Cop

D ETR O IT — Daniel Rosenshine, 
Edward D ’Angelo and Dorothea 
Breitm an, three socialists charged 
w ith  “ in te rfe ring  w ith  an o fficer,”  
won a courtroom v ic to ry  on June 
3. A fte r hearing the entire  prose-
cution case, and before any w it-/ 
nesses were presented fo r the de-
fense, Judge V incent Brennan 
granted a motion fo r dismissal by 
defense attorney O. Lee Molette 
and threw  the case out o f court.

The three defendants, along w ith  
two other socialists, Robert H ig -
gins and Richard T. David, were 
arrested last October 24, a fte r an 
incident in  fro n t o f the Socialist 
W orkers P arty  headquarters in -
vo lv ing racial insults by two o ff-  
duty policemen. David and H ig -
gins are Negroes. Both David and 
Higgins were acquitted on “ as-
sault”  charges on February 9. H ig -
gins had been charged on another 
occasion w ith  d riv ing  a stolen car. 
This charge was th row n out after 
a motion fo r dismissal by attorney 
M ilton  R. Henry.

Prosecution witnesses, mostly 
policemen, gave contradictory 
testimony about the basis fo r the 
arrests. No overt acts of “ in te r-
ference”  were claimed by any of 
the policemen. Patrolman A ndrew  
Meholic, whose racist remarks 
triggered the incident, adm itted on 
the stand tha t he is under suspen-
sion as a result o f the case.

itica l prisoners have been held, 
and an a ll-In d ia  c iv il liberties 
conference is planned.

Stalin Museum to Reopen
Soviet o ffic ia ldom  is p lanning to 

reopen the Sta lin  museum in  Gori, 
Georgia, where S ta lin  was born. 
The ornate marble shrine was 
closed a fte r the de-Stalinization 
campaign began in  1956. Mean-
w hile , critic ism  of S talin, especial-
ly  his fa ilu re  to prepare adequate-
ly  against attack by Nazi Ger-
many, continues in  the Soviet 
press.

Changes in China's Army
The recent announcement of the 

abolition of ranks in  the Chinese 
arm y has attracted considerable 
attention. The May 25 L ib e ra tio n  
A rm y  D a ily  shed some lig h t on 
w hat lay behind th is move: “ Our 
army had no system o f m ilita ry  
ranks during the protracted rev-
o lu tionary w firs of the past. This 
system came in to  effect from  1955 
onwards, a fte r v ic to ry  throughout 
the country. Then years o f practice 
have proved tha t i t  is not in  con-
fo rm ity  w ith  our arm y’s glorious 
trad ition , w ith  close relations be-
tween the officers and men, be-
tween the higher and low er levels, 
and between the army and the 
people.”

The L ib e ra tio n  A rm y  D a ily  did 
not explain, however, w hy the sys-
tem of ranks was introduced years 
a fte r the v ic to ry  of the Chinese 
Revolution. No explanation was 
offered of the defects of the sys-
tem, what was discovered in  “ ten 
years of practice,”  or w hy the 
■change was made only now. Most 
like ly , the change marks a con-
cession to sentiment in  the ranks

By D ick Roberts
The deep-going dissatisfaction in 

America w ith  Johnson’s policies 
in  V ietnam  is reflected in a recent 
G allup poll. W hile  the most con-
scious and organized protest is on 
the campus, the poll shows tha t 
distrust, confusion and rejection 
of the adm in istra tion ’s v iew  is fa r 
from  lim ited  to the campus.

The G allup poll o f June 8, re-
ported in the W ashington Post, 
asked the question: “ In  your opin-
ion, w hat would you like  to see the 
U nited States do next about V ie t-
nam?”  The answers broke down as 
fo llows: stop m ilita ry  action, 25 
percent; continue present policy, 
20 percent; increase m ilita ry  ac-
tion, 21( percent; no opinion, 28 
percent; and other responses, five  
percent.

These figures show tha t those 
Americans who supported the 
Johnson w ar program or wanted 
to escalate the w ar were in  a 
m in o r ity ,  comprising only 41 per-
cent of those polled. The m a jo r ity  
did not support the Johnson war. 
M any were undecided, but fu lly  
25 percent —  more than the num -
ber who favored continuing the 
present policy — were fo r ending 
the war.

No Consensus
This 25 percent goes much 

deeper in to the American popula-
tion  than “ a few irresponsible 
professors”  —  as the Johnson 
apologists w ould have one believe. 
The p la in fact of the m atter is 
tha t there is no “ consensus”  in 
Am erica fo r Johnson’s policies — 
and i f  he pu t his w ar plans to 
vote, they w ould probably be re j-
ected.

P a rticu la rly  interesting in  gaug-
ing the depth and seriousness of 
the anti-war movement on campus, 
is an artic le  in the June 21 The 
N ation , by A rno ld  S. Kaufman, 
an associate professor of philoso-
phy at the U n ivers ity  of M ichigan 
and one of the founders of the 
f irs t teach-in.

Kaufm an points out tha t the 
main cause of the teach-in move-
ment “ was clearly the adm inistra-

against a grow th of privileges fo r 
the o ffice r caste. The concession 
is welcome. I t  should increase 
China’s fig h tin g  capacity in  the 
face of the ris ing  threat from  
U.S. im perialism .

A Fan the Boss Can't Stand
B rita in ’s youngest union leader 

is reported to be 19-year-old Va-
le rie  Cresswell. She was elected 
president of the 2,500-member 
B irm ingham  branch o f the E lectric 
Trades Union. “ The only reason 
I  went to tha t meeting was to pay 
my subs [dues],”  said the young 
Beatle fan, “ I d idn ’t even know 
they were having an election, but 
an Irishm an stood up and nom-
inated me.”  W hat was behind it? 
“ Valerie is a good union member 
and she’s not afra id to stand up to 
the management,”  explained one 
unionist, adding, “ We’re sure she’l l  
give a strong lead to our women 
members.”
Light on Lumumba's Killers

The Tunis weekly Jeune. A f r i -  
q ite \(June  13) reproduced photo-
static copies o f documents p rov id -
ing fresh evidence on the m urder 
of Patrice Lumumba. The most 
im portant document is an order 
signed by Tshombe to carry out 
the execution of Lumumba, and 
his associates Maurice Mpolo and 
Joseph Okito, “ w ithou t delay.”  The 
reason given was “ in  the interests 
of the state.”  The order was de-
livered to Captain Ju lien Gat, a 
Belgian mercenary in  charge o f the 
m ilita ry  guard holding the three 
prisoners. This man, Jeune A fr i-  
que reports, lives today in  A n t-
werp and was recently decorated 
by the Belgian government.

— George Saunders Robert Parris

Democratic candidate fo r Con-
gress, and countless persons active 
in  the precincts.”

These observations con firm  the 
earlie r notice o f d isaffection from  
the Johnson camp w ritten  about 
by Webster Schott in  The N a tion  
May 31. Describing a teach-in at 
Washington U niversity, St. Louis, 
Schott says “ The Washington U n i-
versity teach-in typ ified  the na-
tional exodus of intellectuals from- 
the Johnson camp. Among the real 
movers of the St, Louis teach 
in  . . . were several who had or-
ganized the h igh ly effective Mis-
souri Scientists, Engineers and 
Physicians fo r Johnson and Hum- 
prey du ring  the last election.”

Wide Opposition
The ly in g  and bu lly in g  of the 

Johnson A dm in istra tion, the cyn-
ica l murders in  Vietnam, the 
Congo and the Dominican Repub-
lic , a ll in  the space o f eight 
months, have . provoked a w ide-
spread and deep-going opposition 
to U.S. foreign policy.

The anti-adm inistration move-
ment is s til l in  a searching stage, 
and this was made clear in  K au f-
man’s article. The f irs t step is to 
open up the discussion and debate: 
“ W hy shouldn’t  the Am erican peo-
ple,”  Kaufm an asks, “ be exposed 
to the th ink ing  of T rotskyites as 
w e ll as the th ink ing  o f B irchites?”

“ Only remember,”  he adds, 
“ ideas are not there to be bought 
and sold like  commodities.”  Clear-
ly, the teachers and students don’t  
w ant to be duped again, and th is  is 
perhaps the keynote of the teach- 
in  movement.

nonviolent in  Selma, w hy can’t 
you be nonviolent in  Saigon?”

These meaningful acts re flect 
grow ing potentia l w ith in  the Free-
dom Now movement fo r support to 
academic critics o f Johnson’s pol-
icies. A  s im ila r process is bound 
to develop in  the ranks o f the 
trade unions. Meany and Co. don’t  
speak fo r the workers they pretend 
to represent. L ike  others in  th is 
country many w ork ing  people can’t  
help but feel disgusted w ith  the 
atrocities o f U.S. im perialism . 
T he ir problem is tha t so fa r they 
haven’t  found an organized way 
to d iffe ren tia te  themselves from  
the union bureaucrats’ licksp ittle  
support of everyth ing Johnson 
does.

W ith  m ilita n t student action the 
day w il l  be speeded when black 
freedom fighters along w ith  trade 
union members, black and w hite, 
w il l  jo in  the fig h t fo r a peaceful 
foreign policy. Exactly  the m ilita n t 
answer that was needed to John-
son’s smear attack has been given 
by his academic critics. They have 
made a permanent organization o f 
the teach-in movement, and w ith -
out doubt the students w il l  also 
move toward more extensive form s 
o f protest against im peria lis t war.

Throughout the cold war, tha t 
gets ho tte r a ll the time, the rest 
o f the w orld  has seen l it t le  more 
of th is country than the ug ly  
image o f its  im peria lis t m ino rity  
who want to ru le  the planet. The 
time is now draw ing nearer when 
the real U.S.A., the non-im peria l- 
is t m a jo rity  who w ant to liv e  at 
peace w ith  a ll others, w il l  assert 
themselves.
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W o r l d  E v e n ts

(Continued from Page 1)
aside the president’s tokenism and 
gradualism on c iv il rights in  th is 
country, how can that description 
be squared w ith  his crimes against 
the Vietnamese and Dominican 
peoples? Silence about those 
crimes is consent to them. I t  is a 
breach of fa ith  w ith  freedom 
fighters abroad, whose aims are 
akin to those o f the freedom strug-
gle here, and who are ba ttling  the 
common oppressor of both move-
ments, U.S. im perialism .

Fortunate ly fo r the Freedom 
Now movement, some w ith in  its 
ranks-are setting a better example. 
The Student N onviolent Coor-
d ina ting  Committee supported the 
student March on Washington 
w hich demanded an end to the 
V ietnam  war. Bob Parris (Moses) 
spoke as a representative of SNCC 
at the march. A  s im ila r note of 
in ternational so lidarity  among 
freedom fighters was struck by 
Ossie Davis, the w e ll-know n 
p layw righ t and actor, at a June 8 
protest ra lly  in  Madison Square 
Garden on the V ietnam  issue. He 
put a rhetorica l question to the 
im perialists: “ I f  you ask us to be

tion ’s decision, contrary to a ll as-
surances given before the election, 
to enlarge the w ar in  Vietnam. 
The opposition of those already 
opposed to U.S. policy intensified; 
many others who had been teeter-
ing haplessly on the edge o f in -
decision fe ll in to opposition.

“ And because they fe lt duped 
and manipulated the ir reactions 
were correspondingly intense . . . 
Nothing has aroused more ir r i ta -
tion among though tfu l men than 
the adm in istra tion ’s huckster ap-
proach to the problem of ‘selling’ 
its policies to the American pub-
lic .”

Kaufm an indicates tha t the 
members of the teach-in move-
ment, although w ide ly  separated 
on points of tactics, agree tha t 
revo lu tionary movements must 
not be suppressed, and he shows 
the strong m utua l support between 
the teach-in and c iv il rights move-
ments, commenting, not w ithou t 
good reason, “ the po litica l im plica-
tions of th is relationshop are ex-
plosive.”

Also s ign ifican t is K aufm an’s 
calling attention to the fact that 
many of those now in  the leader-
ship of the anti-adm inistration 
movement were among the strong-
est supporters of Johnson in the 
1964 elections:

“ For example,”  he writes, 
“ among the sponsors o f the M ich-
igan teach-in were the past cha ir-
man of our local C itizen’s fo r 
Johnson-Humphrey Committee .. ., 
the only Democratic mayor Ann 
A rbo r has had in  more than three 
decades, one of the princ ipa l cam-
paign managers fo r our successful

. . .Attacks on the Teach-Ins
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FREEDOM FIGHTERS

Tom Paine— Rights and Reason
By Jean Simon

Today’s freedom fighters have 
more in  common w ith  Tom Paine 
than w ith  most of the other figures 
in  the F irs t American Revolution.

U n like  many of the other leaders 
o f 1776, Paine was not a slave-
owner nor a big landholder. He 
was not a w ealthy trader, nor a 
part of the young colonial power 
structure grow ing restless under 
B ritish  control.

When he came to America in 
1774 at the age o f 37, he was 
practica lly  penniless. The son of 
an English corset maker, he le ft 
school at 13 to learn his fa the r’s 
trade. A fte r years he ran away 
to sea fo r a period, then worked 
from  tim e to tim e as an exciseman 
(ta x  inspector), corset maker and 
teacher.

I n ' 1772 Paine was a leader in  
the struggle o f the excisemen to 
w in  a wage increase, and w rote an 
appeal on the ir behalf to  P a rlia -
ment. The excisemen contributed 
to publish Paine’s report and to 
keep h im  in  London fo r  a w h ile  
to lobby fo r them. B u t the net 
resu lt was the v ic tim iza tion  of 
Paine a§ a “ trouble m aker.”  He 
was fire d  from  his government job 
fo r  being “ absent w ithou t leave.”

I t  was w ith  th is background tha t 
Paine came to America at the end 
Of 1774. W ith in  a few  weeks he 
w rote  an essay condemning “ A f r i -
can S lavery in  Am erica.”  I t  was 
published in  the P ennsy lvan ia  
J o u rn a l and the W eekly  A d v e r-
tise r, M arch 8, 1775. On A p r il 14 
the f irs t anti-s lavery society in  
Am erica was organized in  P h ila -
delphia and Paine was a member.

Tom  Paine was a consistent 
freedom figh ter. He related the 
struggles against slavery and 
B ritish  colonial rule. He opposed 
un just taxation, an ti-labo r laws 
“ regulating and lim itin g  w o rk -
men’s wages,”  m ilita rism , the un-
equal status of women and restric-
tions of freedom of speech and 
press. He fought monarchy, in -
stitutionalized relig ion and other 
anti-dem ocratic forces o f his time.

Opposed Slavery
In  October 1775, when the col-

onial struggle was s till against the 
excesses o f B ritish  ru le  ra ther than 
fo r independence, Paine published 
another artic le  condemning B r i-
ta in ’s “ most ho rrid  of a ll tra ffics, 
tha t o f human flesh.” •

“ When I  re flect on these,”  he 
w rote, “ I  hesitate not fo r a mo-
m ent to believe tha t the A lm igh ty  
w i l l  fin a lly , separate America from  
B rita in . G a ll i t  independence or 
w hat .you w ill,  i f  i t  is the cause of 
God and hum anity i t  w il l  go on.”

The f irs t c lear-cut call to the 
masses of America to break w ith  
England and monarchy, to give up 
the “ patchw ork”  of re form  and 
embark on the revo lu tionary 
course o f independence, was issu-
ed in  Tom Paine’s Com m on Sense, 
published in  January, 1776. W ith  
th is pamphlet he took his un-
questioned place as chief propa-
gandist of the American Revolu-
tion.

H is simple, d irect language and 
clear arguments were so popular 
that C om m on Sense im m ediately
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became a best seller. About 100,- 
000 copies were sold w ith in  six 
months and an estimated three 
hundred thousand copies were f i -
n a lly  d istributed — at a tim e when 
the poulation of the colonies was 
less than three m illion . The 
groundwork had been la id  fo r the 
Declaration of Independence which 
followed in  six months, on Ju ly  4.

As the consequences of the “ in -
dependence now”  demand un fo ld -
ed in  the Revolutionary War, 
Paine continued to do whatever 
was needed to mobilize mass sup-
port. From tim e to time he issued 
the C ris is  papers. Aimed at m ain-
ta in ing the morale o f the soldiers 
and the colonial forces, they re -
ported on the events in  the war, 
argued against the B ritish  and 
the ir Am erican Tory supporters, 
and appealed to the B ritish  people. 
Despite tem porary defeats, he con-
fid e n tly  expressed the sp irit 
known today as “ we shall over-
come.”

Dedicated Revolutionist '
“ The great American cause owed 

as much to the pen of Paine as to 
the sword of Washington,”  was the 
tr ibu te  of Joel Barlow , American 
poet of the time.

B u t Tom Paine was a dedicated 
revo lu tion is t who did more than 
w rite . He served as secretary to 
the commander of the F ly ing  
Camp, an o u tf it tha t moved qu ick-
ly  to troub le  spots when needed. 
La te r he was volunteer aide-de- 
camp to the arm y o f General 
N athaniel Greene.

He served on various o ffic ia l 
committees o f the Continental Con-
gress and on the uno ffic ia l Com-
m ittee of Inspection, formed at a 
public mass meeting in  Philadel-
phia on M ay 27, 1779 to deal w ith  
merchants engaging in w a r-p ro f it-
eering at the expense of the pub-
lic.

In  November, 1779, when he was 
c lerk of the Pennsylvania Assem-
bly, he contributed $500 of his an-
nual salary to head a subscription 
drive fo r re lie f of the army. A  
year la ter he resigned his post to 
go to France seeking aid fo r the 
cblonies. He returned w i t h  
2,500,000 livres bu t was person-
a lly  so broke he had to borrow 
fe rry  passage across the Delaware 
on his way home.

Tom Paine was an in te rna tion -
alist. A fte r American independ-
ence was established, he went to 
France and England to support

the struggles against the old order 
there. In  1791 he was active in  
the Republican Society in  France, 
which aimed at the overthrow  of 
the monarchy and the establish-
ment of a republic. In  November 
of the same year, in  London, he 
was guest o f honor at the annual 
d inner of the Revolution Society 
commemorating the English Rev-
olution of 1688. He made a speech 
toasting “ The Revolution of the 
W orld ”  — the firs t man to raise 
that slogan, according to some his-
torians.

L ike  freedom fighters in  every 
age, Tom Paine was hated by the 
conservatives and rig h t wingers 
of his day and ignored or m isrep-
resented afterwards. H is books 
were burned and he was charged 
w ith  sedition in  England. In  
America The New E ng land P a l-
lad ium  called h im  a “ ly ing, 
drunken, b ru ta l in fide l, who re-
joiced in  the opportun ity of bask-
ing and w a llow ing in  the confu-
sion, bloodshed, rapine and m urder 
in  which his soul delights.”

When he went to vote in  New 
Rochelle, N.Y. on election day, 
1806, the w itch  hunters of his 
time got in  the ir fin a l b low: they 
charged the man who had devoted 
his life  to the American Revolu-
tion and the spreading of its  p r in -
ciples to Europe was an alien, and 
denied h im  the ballot.

Tom, Paine died almost fr iend -
less in  New Y ork  C ity  on June 8, 
1809, a fte r prolonged illness. The 
on ly attendants at his funera l in  
New Rochelle were a Quaker 
watchmaker, three friends from  
France and tw o Negro pallbearers.

Generations later, Theodore 
Roosevelt referred to Paine as a 
“ f i l th y  lit t le  atheist,”  and as late 
as 1942 the Fairm ount Park Com-
mission of Philadelphia refused to 
perm it the erection of a statue of 
Paine because of his “ reputed re-
ligious views.”

B u t Tom Paine le ft a much 
greater mem orial and the best re -
fu ta tion  of a ll the slanders against 
h im  — the ideas of a revo lu tion-
ary age in clear, fo rcefu l language 
w ritte n  fo r the masses of com-
mon people. And his philosophy, 
summed up in a sentence from  
The Age o f Reason:

“ I  believe in  the equality of 
man; and I believe tha t religious 
duties consist in  doing justice, lov-
ing mercy, and endeavoring to 
make our fellow-creatures happy.”

Questions and Answers 
About Socialism

Socialism and the Bill of Rights
I t  w ould be a great mistake to 

th in k  the socialist revo lu tion in 
Europe or America w il l  be ac-
complished after the pattern of 
backward Russia. The fundamen-
ta l tendencies w ill,  o f course, be 
s im ilar. B ut the forms, methods, 
the “ tem perature”  of the struggle, 
a ll th is has, in  each case, a 
national character. By anticipation 
i t  is possible to establish the fo l-
low ing law : The more countries in  
w h ich  the capita list system is 
broken, the weaker w il l  be the 
resistance p u t up by the ru ling  
classes in other countries, the less 
sharp a character the revolution 
w il l  assume, the less v io len t forms 
the pro le tarian d ictatorship w il l  
have, the shorter i t  w i l l  be, the 
sooner the society w il l  be reborn 
on the basis of a new, more fu ll, 
more perfect and humane de-
mocracy. In  any case, no revo lu-
tion w il l  in fringe  on the B il l  of 
Rights as much as im peria lis t w ar 
and the fascism i t  w il l  engender.

Socialism w ould have no value 
i f  i t  should not b ring  w ith  it, not 
only the ju rid ica l in v io la b ility  but 
also the fu l l  safeguarding of a ll 
the interests of the human per-
sonality. M ankind w ould not to le r-
ate « to ta lita rian  abomination of 
the K re m lin  pattern. The po litica l 
regime of the USSR is not a new 
society, bu t the w orst caricature 
o f the old. W ith  the m ight of the 
techniques a n d  organizational 
methods of the United States; w ith

the high w ell-be ing which planned 
economy could assure there to a ll 
citizens, the socialist regime in 
your country would s ign ify  from  
the beginning the rise of inde-
pendence, in itia tive  and creative 
power of the human personality.

[In te rv ie w  w ith  Leon Trotsky, 
February 14, 1940; reprinted in 
The Age o f P erm anent R evo lu -
tio n : A  T ro ts k y  A n th o lo gy .]

Leon Trotsky

[ I n  th is  co lum n w e w i l l  t r y  to answ er questions abou t socia lism  and  
M arx ism . I f  you  have a question you  w o u ld  lik e  to see taken u p  in  th is  
co lum n, please send i t  in . Com m ents and c r it ic is m  are w e lcom e .]

Since a ll the various socialist 
groups share a common goal, 
w ouldn’t it be a good th ing i f  
they a ll united into a single 
organization, particu larly  since 
the socialist forces are so small 
and isolated in this country?

Socialist u n ity  is a h igh ly de-
sirable goal, and everyth ing that 
can be done to advance i t  should 
be done. B u t po litica l realism  de-
mands an awareness tha t there 
are profound po litica l differences 
between the various socialist o r-
ganizations and that these d iffe r-
ences lead to basically divergent 
courses of action, and thereby 
l im it the amount of socialist u n ity  
tha t can be attained.

O f the fo u r p rinc ipa l socialist 
parties — Socialist, Socialist W ork-
ers, Socialist Labor and Com-
m unist —  only one,, the Socialist 
Workers, has a proven record of 
favoring  united socialist action 
where i t  can be achieved. The 
SWP has consistently supported 
the c iv il liberties of a ll radicals 
regardless of po litica l differences, 
and has pressed fo r united action 
on specific issues where there is 
agreement on such issues. In  some 
cases, united activ ities in  an tiw ar 
demonstrations, etc., have been 
achieved by such efforts.

United Front
Each of the other groupings has 

its own pa rticu la r reason fo r re-
jecting the idea of such united 
socialist action. The Socialist Party  
takes the stand that i t  w il l  not 
partic ipate in  a united fro n t that 
includes the Communist P arty  or 
Socialist W orkers P arty  because it  
declares the CP and the SWP to be 
“ to ta lita rian .”  This is an expres-
sion of the degree to which the 
leadership of the Socialist Party 
goes along w ith  co ld -w ar propa-
ganda.

The Communist Party, fo r its 
part, enthusiastically favors u n it-
ed actions w ith  the Socialist Party  
but resists united actions i f  they 
include the SWP. This sectarian 
stand is a carry-over from  the days 
when the Communist Party  p ro-
moted the S ta lin ist fram e-up the-
sis tha t Trotskyists are “ fascists.”

The Socialist Labor Party, liv in g  
in a comfortable lit t le  w orld  of its 
own, insists tha t i t  is the only 
one w ith  the r ig h t to call itse lf 
socialist and regally refuses to 
have anything to do w ith  other 
socialist groups.

There was one recent b rie f 
period o f f lu id ity  and discussion 
w ith in  the radical movement. This 
occured a fte r Khrushchev’s fa -
mous 1956 speech about the crimes 
of S talin. H is revelations had a 
profound effect on the members 
of the Communist P arty  here, as 
w e ll as in te rnationa lly . Many 
members and supporters o f the 
CP who had previously accepted 
the word from  Moscow as gospel, 
began to th in k  fo r themselves, and 
to question and reconsider long- 
held views. \

The Socialist W orkers Party 
pressed at tha t tim e to supplement 
th is healthy discussion w ith  united 
action to advance the socialist 
cause.

In  1958, the SWP joined its e f-
forts w ith  those of independent 
socialists in  New Y ork  and else-
where to run  united independent 
socialist tickets in the elections 
then tak ing  place.

Persistent efforts were made to 
w in  the partic ipation of the SP 
and CP in th is very healthy and 
effective socialist ac tiv ity . U n fo r-
tunately, the leaders of both 
parties stubbornly refused to jo in  
in.

The opposition of the SP and 
CP to united socialist po litica l 
action is a good clue to the reason 
fo r the divisions between the v a r i-

K a rl M arx

ous parties. The fact is tha t neither 
the SP nor CP rea lly  favors inde-
pendent po litica l action. Both of 
them have been committed to the 
“ lesser e v il”  course fo r a good 30 
years now. This led them both to 
support Johnson fo r president in  
the last election, as i t  had p re v i-
ously led them to support Ken-
nedy.

Johnson’s aggression in  V ietnam 
and the Dominican Republic has 
apparently done noth ing to con-
vince either of these parties that 
they may have been wrong, since 
neither has offered any evidence 
o f reconsidering its position.

C learly the CP and SP position 
o f supporting Democrats makes 
d iff ic u lt any united po litica l action 
between them and the SWP, w hich 
rejects support of cap ita lis t parties 
as a betrayal of the interests of 
a ll those oppressed by capitalism.

These crucia l differences on in -
dependent po litica l action vs. sup-
port of the Democrats are a re -
flection of profound po litica l d i f -
ferences. The tru th  is tha t w hile  
the CP and SP ta lk  in  the name 
of socialism, they have given up 
the struggle fo r i t  and l im it  them -
selves to the hopeless task of 
try in g  to reform  the capita lis t 
system.

The CP, fo r its part, remains an 
un th ink ing  ideological apologist 
fo r whoever happens to be in  
power in the K rem lin  and confines 
itse lf to prom oting the K rem lin  
policy of “ peaceful coexistence”  
w ith  capitalism. This leads i t  to 
support of what i t  claims is the 
“ progressive”  w ing  of the capita l-
ist class, which, in  its view, is 
represented po litica lly  by the 
Northern Democrats.

Cold-War Myth
The Socialist Party, on the other 

hand, accepts the cold w a r propa-
ganda m yth that the Soviet Union 
is responsible fo r the cold war. 
Sections of its  leadership went so 
fa r as to support the invasion of 
Cuba and now support U.S. agres-
sion in  V ietnam in  the name of 
combating Communist “ to ta lita r i-
anism.”  C learly, revo lu tionary 
socialists, who, although opposed 
to bureaucratic S ta lin is t practices, 
see U.S. im peria lism  as the main 
danger to the w orld, have l it t le  
practical basis fo r united a c tiv ity  
w ith  those holding such a view.

However, i t  should be re-em - 
phasized —  no m atter how pro-
found the differences between the 
various groups, where there is the 
basis fo r united action, a ll con-
cerned should lend the ir efforts to 
prom oting and insisting on such 
action. And there should also be 
a serious objective exchange of 
views about d iffe r in g  po litica l 
ideas. This w ould not on ly make 
fo r a health ier atmosphere but 
would be of value to the many 
young people now considering 
socialist solutions and seeking 
c la rifica tion  on the complex is-
sues in  dispute w ith in  the radical 
movement.

—  H a rry  Ring
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J'hom  O w i (R&adoAA
[This column is an open forum 

for all viewpoints on subjects of 
general interest to our readers. 
Please keep your letters brief. 
Where necessary they w ill be 
abridged. Writers’ initials w ill be 
used, names being withheld unless 
authorization is given for use.]

Dismayed by U.S. Policy
Minneapolis, M inn.

Though I  have not been a sub-
scriber to  The M il ita n t ,  I  am an 
ardent supporter o f w ha t are, to 
me, progressive causes. I  agree 
wholeheartedly on w hy the United 
States should not be in  V ietnam 
and cannot resist cry ing  out in 
u tte r dismay at w hat the present
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“ OPERATION A LE R T”  SEEN 
AS HOA2J ON U.S. P U B LIC  — 
The Am erican people were sub-
m itted June 15, to a simulated 
H -bom b attack on 61 cities. M il-
lions were assumed k illed , m il-
lions wounded and m illions home-
less. Casualties were underestim -
ated, not exaggerated . . .

D r. Ralph E. Lapp, the atomic 
scientist, said on June 19 that 
Operation A le r t was “ obsolete be-
fore i t  began.”  S imulated ther-
monuclear bombing was not trea t-
ed “ seriously.”  An H-bom b could 
pu t a “ radioactive ash over 100,- 
000 square miles”  w h ich  would 
rem ain deadly to anyone exposed 
to i t  more than a day or two, fo r 
weeks a fte r the blast.

Eisenhower and his c iv il defense 
adm inistrator, Va l Peterson, re -
peated the ir “ dig and p ray”  rou-
tine of a few  months ago.

Peterson, a fte r the “ test”  was 
over, advised: The best th ing  fo r 
people who live  11 o r 12 miles 
from  a presumed target to do “ this 
very m inute, is to get busy and 
bu ild  in  the ir backyard a shelter 
tha t w il l  pe rm it them to get three 
feet o f d ir t  over th e ir heads.”  In  
th is way M r. Peterson th inks, peo-
ple w il l  get “ more peace of m ind 
than by moving to Tah iti, or Laos 
o r T ibet.”

Eisenhower said: “ The most de-
vou t da ily  prayers tha t any of us 
has, should be uttered in  the sup-
p lica tion  tha t th is k ind  o f disas-
te r never come to the United 
States.”  —  June 27, 1955.
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W A L L  S T R E E T  INTERETS 
PUSH SENATE B IL L  TO SMASH 
UNIONS —  Big business on June 
20 introduced in to  the United 
States Senate a legislative “ mas-
te r p lan" to paralyze and destroy 
the Am erican labor movement in 
the post-war period.

This is the B a ll-B u rton-H a tch - 
H ill Federal Relations B il l  de-
signed to abrogate the progressive 
features of the Wagner Labor 
Relations Act, the N orris -La  G uar- 
dia A n ti-In ju n c tio n  A c t and other 
federal statutes fo r the protec-
tion  o f union collective bargain-
ing rights.

Termed by its sponsors an “ In -
dustria l Peace”  b ill, the measure 
is actually a v ir tu a l declaration of 
w a r against the most cherished 
and hard-won rights of labor-free, 
unregimented unions, union se-
cu rity  through the closed shop and, 
above all, the r ig h t to ,strike . . .

The Federal Labor Relations 
Board proposed in  the new b ill 
w ould be perm itted to seek court 
in junctions to ha lt any activities 
of a union. I t  w ould perm it em-
ployers v ir tu a lly  unrestricted r ig h t 
to  harass unions w ith  court action 
fo r  “ restitu tion, reparation . . .  or 
other re lie f.”  —  June 30, 1945.

adm inistration is doing and not 
doing. Something is wrong w ith  
the way in  w h ich  th is adm inistra-
tion  is operating. There has been 
no w ar on poverty and our coun-
try  is figh ting  in  Vietnam. Why?

I  have been to ld by certain peo-
ple that we have certain com m it-
ments. W hat are they? Really, in 
the last analysis, do we not have 
troops in  other countries because 
of sheer capita listic imperialism? 
I t  is we who haughtily  assert that 
i t  is our country which is fo r free-
dom. W hat k ind  of arrogance or 
sanctimonious self-righteousness is 
this?

I t  has f in a lly  become evident to 
me tha t i t  is big business, not the 
people, whom the United States 
government rea lly  represents; i t  is 
they who, in  the last analysis, 
decide. This being the case, the 
a ltru ism  or b ig-brotherism  which 
is so piously exem plified in  our 
in te rnationa l po licy is rea lly  a 
facade fo r capita listic expediency 
or the underly ing unscrupulous-
ness of businessmen whose only 
objective is wealth and power — 
in  other words, th e ir own self- 
aggrandizement.

We now have the knowledge 
and power to b ring  about a fusion 
o f hydrogen nuclei, by means of 
w hich a ll life  could be ex tin -
guished and the planet possibly 
vaporized. H aving this power, we 
had better examine ourselves. Is 
the hydrogen bomb in  the hands 
o f nations analogous to dynamite 
in  the hands of irresponsible ch il-
dren? I rea lly  hope not!

G.G.

Likes Articles on Socialism
D etro it, M ich.

Was glad to see the articles in  
The M il i ta n t  dealing w ith  labor 
h is to ry and questions and answers 
about socialism.

This is a feature that has long 
been needed in  the pages of The  
M ilita n t .  General socialist educa-
tion is a prerequisite fo r fo llo w -
ing and in te rpre ting  da ily  events.

I  hope The M il i ta n t  w il l  con-
tinue to serve th is function. I  am 
looking fo rw ard  to fu tu re  issues 
even more eagerly than usual.

M arilyn Levin

Meaning of 'Viet Cong'
New York, N.Y.

U n til recently I took fo r grant-
ed tha t the term  “ V ie t Cong”  was 
the name of the South V ietnam  
gue rrilla  organization. I t  appeared 
to make sense. The New  Y o rk  
Tim es refers to the National L ib -
eration F ron t as the po litica l arm 
of the “ V ie t Cong.”  And i f  V ie t 
M inh  is the name of the party  in  
N orth  Vietnam, w hy “ V ie t Cong”  
in  the South?

But only when I happened to 
note tha t “ The M ilita n t had quo-
tation marks around the term  in 
a particu la r a rtic le  did I  question 
the meaning of “ V ie t Cong.”  To 
my surprise, i t  turned out not to 
be the name of the South V ietnam 
guerrilla  organization, bu t an 
epithet meaning V ie t “ reds.”

A lthough The M il ita n t  has been 
carefu l to use quotation marks 
around the term, i t  does not reg-
ister w ith  most of us. I t  w ould be 
w orthw hile , therefore, fo r The  
M ilita n t  to carry an explanation 
of the term  “ V ie t Cong”  from  time 
to time, and in  a box. Then we 
would be fu l ly  aware of how subtly 
the propaganda machine of the 
capita list ru lers works in  its favor.

Anne Chester

Gets Paper Late
Lake Carmel, N.Y.

I  am tardy, as usual, in  send-
ing in  my renewal, bu t here is a 
$6 check fo r a tw o-year lease on 
my favorite  newspaper.

One constant frustra tion , not 
your doing, is the tim e lapse be-
fore I  receive each copy. Some-
times i t  is as much as three weeks! 
A m  I your only subscriber who 
has this trouble?

I  hope some day I can scrape 
enough pennies together to get 
down to meet you people and te ll 
you personally how gratefu l I  am 
tha t a paper lik e  The M il i ta n t  ex-
ists.

M.C.
[We have received other com-

plaints of delays in  delivery of The  
M ilita n t .  We have not succeeded, 
thus far, in  persuading the Post 
O ffice to do something effective 
about it.— E d i t o r ]

Democratic Decision
H untington Station, N.Y.

Please remove my son’s name 
from  your subscription lis t. I  do 
not w ish fo r h im  to receive any  
fu r th e r  issues o f your paper.

Mrs. J.K.

The Do-Nothings
D uluth , M inn.

A fte r reading this week’s M il i -
tan t, a haunting thought has oc-

Difference on Tactics —  A t a
Senate Subcommittee hearing, A t-
torney General Katzenbach tes-
tifie d  tha t he favored equipping 
cops w ith  new weapons that could 
knock out a resisting suspect fo r 
several hours. Senator Robert 
Byrd  (D -W . Va.) disagreed. “ I  
th in k  i t  is questionable tha t police 
should use a device to merely 
knock h im  out,”  he said. “ I  th ink  
the best th ing  to do is to pu t a 
bu lle t in  his bra in .”

The Housing Problem —  A p -
parently i t ’s not only poor people 
who fa ll v ic tim  to landlords. Sev-
en ty -five  tenants in  a lu xu ry  
apartment in  New Y ork  have 
stopped paying rent and gone in to  
court to get some action about the 
house they live  in . They describe 
the apartment bu ild ing  as a “ house 
o f horrors.”  In  court, they charged 
tha t a ir conditioners, washers and 
dryers, incinerators, m a il chutes 
and elevators did not function  and 
tha t the ha ll carpeting was filth y . 
Rents range from  $250 to $500 a 
month.

Report from Selma — Russell 
K ir k  of the Ind ian ap o lis  S ta r, who 
visited Selma, Ala., recently, ap-
parently takes a d im  view  of the 
c iv il rights movement there. He 
reported to the fo lks back home: 
“ To the disgust o f Selma’s resi-
dents, the c ity  remains the A la -
bama headquarters fo r a ll ‘c iv il 
righ ts ’ organizations . . . The desk 
in  the misnamed Student N onvio l-
ent C o o r d in a t in g  Committee’s 
headquarters is manned . . .  by a 
w h ite  student from  D artm outh 
College. H is associates, dressed in  
dungarees to associate themselves 
w ith  the w ork ing  classes, d istribute  
copies of The M il ita n t  —  a pub-
lica tion demanding tha t the U nited 
States flee from  Vietnam. Hang-
ing about the office are such char-
acters as a bearded muscular Ne-
gro who claims to be a psycholojgy 
student from  John Hopkins.”
-T h a t’s Real White of Him — A

Washington correspondent of the 
New Y o rk  T im es  confides tha t 
President Johnson now takes the 
same benevolent view  of Negro 
rights as the Supreme Court. And, 
the report did not add, he ob-
viously believes in  acting to en-
force the ir rights at the same “ de-

curred to me. Considering the fo l-
low ing observation, the continuing 
decadence of U.S. m o ra lity  is quite 
logical. Recent demonstrations of 
opinion and support (concerning 
Vietnam  policy, fo r example) drew 
20,000 (a t least) in  opposition, a 
few  hundred (a t most) in  support, 
w h ile  more than 179,000,000 did 
no th ing .

G.C.

Wants More Information
Renton, Wash.

I  read your advertisement in  the 
May-June issue of Y oung Socia lis t 
magazine. Enclosed please fin d  50 
cents fo r a four-m onth  tr ia l sub-
scrip tion to your newspaper.

Also, I  w ould appreciate any 
in fo rm ation  you could send on the 
V ietnam -D om inican Republic s it-
uation. I ’m  in  the process o f fo rm -
ing an organization to protest these 
atrocities, and w ould like  m ateria l 
on w h ich  to base our campaign. 
A lis t o f pamphlets and other 
m ateria l available fo r purchase 
from  you would be appreciated. I f  
no lis t is available, I  w ould like  to 
obtain sample copies, plus bu lk  
prices on them.

Keep up the good w ork, and

liberate  speed”  as the high court 
whose school desegregation order 
has enjoyed a “ compliance”  rate 
of less than three percent in 11 
years.

Lively Alabama Host — We fo l-
lowed w ith  interest the reports of 
the grand tour of Alabama organ-
ized by Gov. Wallace fo r the 50 
out of 1,700 newspaper editors who 
accepted his inv ita tion  to see the 
state. We were p a rticu la rly  in -
trigued by the report that in  
Selma the v is iting  editors were 
shown the town by M ayor Joe T. 
Smitherman. He’s the champion 
of w h ite  p u rity  who achieved 
fleeting fame when he was a l-
legedly flim -flam m ed by a Negro 
confidence man in  Washington 
who claims he separated the good 
m ayor from  his money on the 
basis of an o ffe r to provide Negro 
g irls  fo r h im  and his companion.

Shopping Tip — I f  you should 
happen to find  yourself in  South-
ampton, the swank Long Island 
seaside resort, be sure to drop in 
at the local W oolw orth ’s. They’re 
featuring solid gold needles at $15 
each. Society matrons out there are 
on a needlepoint k ick  and are re-
portedly flock ing  in  fo r the gold 
needles in  great numbers. The 
store manager concedes that gold 
needles don’t fac ilita te  sewing, but 
says “ i t ’s certa in ly  a lo t of fun .”  
W hile  you’re there, you can also 
p ick up a “ doggie plate”  of genu-
ine Limoges porcelain. Only $8.50.

Would That We Could —  A
civic-m inded d is tribu to r of Scotch 
w hiskey w il l  launch an advertis-
ing drive  to help New Y ork  and 
other communities in  a s im ila r 
p lig h t relieve the ir w ater short-

thank you fo r your tim e and co-
operation.

T.W.
[P ioneer Publisher, 5 East T h ird  

Street, New York, N.Y. 10003, pub-
lishes the m ateria l you wish. They 
w ould be pleased to send you a 
free catalog on request.— E d i t o r ]

Circulation Booster
Yellow  Springs, O.

W ould you please f i le  a sub-
scription fo r a friend. H er name 
and address plus money order to 
cover are enclosed.

I  would also like  to mention 
tha t I  am very happy I  started 
subscribing to The M il ita n t .  I  rare-
ly  disagree w ith  you r ed ito ria l 
opinions; bu t when I  do, I  con-
sider the knowledge o f the other 
v iew  valuable.

G.C.

Clear Road for Fascists?
Pittsburgh, Pa.

I t  certa in ly was sound th in k in g  
that, i f  Kennedy was disposed of, 
the fascists w ould have a clearer 
road ahead o f them. They w ould 
not even have to bother w ith  the 
tired liberals.

S.W.

ages by more widespread lisfe' o f 
his product.

•> i; • - v i-jl'iJ
British Car —  A n expatria te 

friend  in  Paris, apparently affect-
ed by the reports of ris ing  A m er-
ican affluence, sent us a c lipp ing  
from  a London paper containing a  
used car dealer’s ad fo r Rolls 
Royces and Bentleys. (The Bent-
ley is, of course, the same as a 
Rolls except fo r the rad ia to r g r ill.  
I t ’s fo r the person who m ay feel 
d iffiden t about d riv in g  a Rolls.) 
Two offers struck our eye. One 
was fo r a tw o door Rolls Saloon 
(sic) model finished in  regal red 
w ith  o ff-w h ite  hide. Equipped 
w ith  electric windows, i t ’s a one- 
owner car w ith  b u t 5,400 miles 
on it. Only $22,000. For the d if -
fident, there’s a one-owner Bentley 
w ith  38,000 miles on i t  fea turing  
electric windows, an electric aeria l 
and a glass roof. O n ly $12,000.

Progress Report —  In  response 
to a protest by the Am erican 
C iv il L iberties Union, P hiladel-
phia Police Commissioner Leary 
says his cops w il l  no longer “ rou-
tin e ly ”  take pictures o f peaceful 
demonstrators bu t w i l l  l im it  such 
photographing to situations where 
some offense or disorder has oc-
curred or seems "im m inen t.”  The 
AC LU  had objected on grounds 
tha t the practice in tim ida ted per-
sons exercising the F irs t Am end-
ment r ig h t of assembly.

For Your Shopping Convenience
—  A  M illb u rn , N.J., Rolls Royce 
dealer has placed a fu ll-page ad 
in a local magazine w ith  a coupon 
entitled: “ How to buy a Rolls 
Royce by m ail order.”

____________  — H arry  Ring

Thought for the Week
“ To refuse to inc lude  the N a tion a l L ib e ra tio n  F ro n t o f the rebe l 

forces in  negotia tions w o u ld  be s im ila r  to K in g  George I I I  in s is tin g  
185 years ago th a t he w o u ld  negotiate w ith  ou r F rench a lly  bu t no t 
w ith  Gen. George W ash ing ton and his rebe l A m erican  forces.”  —  Sen-
ator George McGovern (D-S.D.)

SPECIAL 50* INTRODUCTORY OFFER
To reach the widest audience with our 

coverage of the Freedom Now Movement 
we are offering a 4-month introductory 
subscription to The M ilitant for 50*. 
($1.50 outside of the U.S.)

Name 

Street 

C ity  ...

Zone

State

Send to The M ilita n t, 116 U niversity Place, 
N ew  Y ork , N . Y . 10003.

It Was Reported in the Press
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STATUE OF LIBERTY 'PLOT'

Police Provocation Bared
By Paul Boutelle

NEW YO R K  — An all-w hite 
ju ry  found three Negroes and a 
w h ite  woman g u ilty  on June 14 
in  the case of the “ p lo t”  to deface 
the Statue of L ib e rty  and other 
national monuments. Judge Her- 
lands gave the Negroes the max-
im um  sentence o f five  years on 
each of tw o counts of the ind ic t-
ment, or ten years total. M ichelle 
D uclos, the French-Canadian wom-
an who pleaded gu ilty  on one 
Count, and who testified fo r the 
state, was giv^n five  years. The 
judge provided fo r a review  of the 
sentences in  90 days.

On Feb. 16, Raymond Wood, 
Robert C ollie r, Khaleel Sayyed, 
W alte r Bowe and M ichelle Duclos 
were arrested and charged w ith  
“ p lo tting ”  to dynamite the Statue 
o f L ibe rty , the Washington Monu- 
rfient and the L ib e rty  Bell. Wood 
was released shortly a fte r his ar-
rest, when i t  was announced w ith  
great fanfare at a press confer-
ence tha t he was the police “ under-
cover agent”  who “ cracked”  the 
case. •

Cop’s Idea
I t  soon became clear tha t Wood, 

the cop, hatched the “ p lo t,”  organ-
ized it, and paid fo r i t  w ith  police 
money, in  order to entrap the de-
fendants. The police hoped to 
smear black m ilitan ts  and the 
c iv il rights movement w ith  the 
case, and tu rn  attention away 
from  the ir own record o f b ru ta lity  
against the Negro and Puerto 
Rican communities.

Defendants Sayyed and Bowe 
testified tha t Wood proposed to 
dynam ite w a te rfron t docks as a 
method of draw ing attention to 
the p ligh t of Negroes in th is coun-
try . Bowe said he was “ dumb-
founded”  at this suggestion, and 
asked Wood, “ A t w hat point do 
you stop? W hy not blow up 
Grand Central Station or the Em-
pire State B u ild ing?”  Someone 
then mentioned the Statue of L ib -
e rty  jok ing ly , and Wood said, 
“ T ha t’s a good idea.”  Thus the 
“ p lo t”  y/as born.

U nder cross examination, Wood 
adm itted tha t he paid most of the 
expenses fo r the “ p lo t,”  including 
$112 of police money used to rent 
a car to take h im  and C o llie r to 
Canada to arrange to secure dy-
namite. Wood also admitted that 
he brought, unasked, an army 
manual on dem olition and ex-

M ark  Lane

plosives to a meeting w ith  Collier.
Police say tha t a case of dy-

namite was brought to New York 
from  Canada by M ichelle Duclos. 
When she arrived in New York, 
she contacted Wood, who was the 
key man in the operation, to ar-
range fo r delivery. Wood then 
telephoned C ollier, and drove him  
to the spot where the dynamite 
was supposed to be, and the po-
lice arrested C o llie r there.

Wood worked hard at being an 
agent provoca teur, which is a po-
lice agent who is sent in to an 
organization to advocate or carry 
out some crim ina l act fo r which 
the organization can then be 
blamed. Last year, w h ile  a mem-
ber of CORE, Wood participated 
in an a ll-n ight v ig il protesting 
the government’s inaction concern-
ing the three c iv il rights workers 
k illed  in Mississippi.

I  was to ld by a Negro m inister, 
Rev. Robert M. K in lock, that Wood 
suggested to h im  at the v ig il tha t 
bombing Times Square w ould be 
a good idea. Wood made the same 
suggestion tha t n igh t to a young 
member of CORE, Je rry  Tehan. 
Defense attorney M ark Lane tried 
to have Tehan te ll his story on the 
stand, but the judge sustained 
prosecution objections, and Tehan 
was not allowed to explain this 
incident.

The tr ia l made i t  clear that the 
police department makes it  a 
practice to in filtra te  Negro organ-

izations. Wood was sent in to  CORE 
as his f irs t assignment. As a CORE 
member, he accompanied form er 
B ronx CORE chairman Herb Cal- 
lendar in  an attempted citizens’ 
arrest of M ayor Wagner — fo r 
which Callendar was arrested and 
convicted o f a misdemeanor.

His next assignment was to jo in  
the M etropolitan Committee of 
the Freedom Now Party, of which 
I was chairman. Through the FNP 
he met Robert C ollier. He in f i lt ra t-
ed a small and inactive organiza-
tion called the B lack L iberation 
Front, w hich C o llie r and the other 
defendants were supposed to be-
long to.

The role of Wood as a police 
agent deliberatly roping frustrated 
young c iv il rights fighters into 
“ plots”  of his own making, was 
ignored by the judge, who was 
neutra l on the side of the prosecu-
tion (something like  the neutra l-
ity  of the U.S. on the side of the 
jun ta  in Santo Domingo).

Contradictory Testimony
Wood’s testimony was contradic-

tory and confused. Under cross 
exam ination by M ark Lane, who 
was one of fou r defense attornies, 
a typew ritten  report supposedly 
turned in  by Wood was proven to 
be vastly d iffe ren t from  the hand-
w ritten  report i t  was supposed to 
be a copy of. The typew ritten  
copy told of plots to sabotage po-
lice stations, a irfie lds, docks, etc., 
and spoke of gue rrilla  w arfare 
from  coast to coast by troops able 
to march a ll n igh t on a cup of rice. 
The hand w ritten  report con-
tained none of this m alarky, which 
was obviously fashioned in the po-
lice headquarters.

On the typew ritten  report, which 
Wood claimed was w ritte n  by 
him, the in itia ls  “ T T ”  and “ F M ”  
appeared. Wood said he d idn ’t 
know the name of his superior of-
ficer, which turns out to be Teddy 
Theologis. He also said he d idn ’t 
know a police stenographer named 
Francis Molina. Then he said 
maybe he d idn ’t type that report.

Wood’s testimony was also some-
what confused about certain w ire  
recordings of conversations be-
tween h im  and the defendants, 
which he denied existed, but which 
la te r turned up in  court.

M ark Lane said that the defense 
intends to appeal the verd ict and 
demand a new tr ia l.

DeBerry Assails Cops, 
Calls for Review Board

NEW YO RK — C lifton  DeBerry, 
Socialist Workers Party  candidate 
fo r mayor, sharply assailed cu r-
rent police efforts to block estab-
lishment of a c iv ilia n  review  board 
fo r the Police Department. He 
charged that those behind the 
an ti-rev iew -board  petition being 
circulated by cops are “ helping to 
promote B irch ism  in  New York.”

He warned that police b ru ta lity  
against Negroes and Puerto Ricans 
would increase i f  the efforts to 
thw art form ation o f a review 
board are successful.

DeBerry said the petition cam-
paign is a particu la r cause fo r 
concern because i t  coincides w ith  
a mounting d rive  by righ t-w ingers 
across the country to make the 
police even more free of c iv ilian  
control than they already are.

Rightwing Influence
In  the Los Angeles area, he 

said, the John B irch  Society is 
sparking a “ support your local po-
lice”  campaign in  answer to the 
grow ing demands fo r c iv ilia n  re -
view  boards. In  at least one Los 
Angeles suburb the Birchers have 
v ir tu a lly  won control of the police 
department.

In  Newark, he added, Mayor 
Hugh Addonizio was moved to 
make public note o f the fact tha t 
rig h t-w in g  “ crackpots”  are ra lly -
ing behind the cops there who 
are p icketing C ity H all in  protest 
against the suspension o f a w hite 
patrolm an who k illed  a Negro 
prisoner.

DeBerry also pointed out that 
New Y ork  cops are going over to 
Newark to jo in  the picketline. 
Meanwhile, others have been 
p icketing in New Y ork  as a dem-
onstration o f so lidarity  w ith  L t. 
G illigan whose slaying of a 15- 
year-old Negro youth touched o ff 
last summer’s explosion in  H a r-
lem.

Dangerous Development
“ This is an ominous develop-

ment,”  DeBerry said. “ A nd I don’t 
mean jus t fo r Negroes and Puerto 
Ricans who catch the most hell 
from  the cops. Racism and reac-
tion go hand in  hand, and every 
b ig -c ity  police department has 
more than its share of both. I f

C L IF T O N  D e B E R R Y , in te r-
viewed by H arlem  newsman.

the trend is perm itted to continue 
nobody w il l  be safe on the streets.

“ I hope the c iv il rights forces 
in New Y ork w il l  see the urgency 
o f the s ituation,”  DeBerry said. “ I 
hope they w il l  answer this r ig h t- 
w ing drive w ith  a rea lly  vigorous 
campaign fo r a c iv ilia n  review 
board w ith  au thority  to act against 
any cop that gets out o f line .”

“ For my part,”  he added, “ I in -
tend to do everyth ing I can in this 
campaign to ra lly  public support 
fo r such a board. The people have 
to control the cops.”

DeBerry’s Stand
So far, DeBerry is the only can-

didate in the m ayoralty race to 
back the demand of the c iv il rights 
and c iv il liberties forces fo r the 
establishment o f a c iv ilian  review  
board.

Republican John Lindsay has a l-
ready come out against the pro-
posal by way of o ffe ring  an emtpy 
“ compromise”  form ula o f adding 
a few  civ ilians to the existing 
Police Department review board of 
three police officia ls. This board is 
notorious fo r its consistent w h ite -
washing o f cops charged w ith  beat-
ing or k ill in g  prisoners.

Anniversary of a W itch-Hunt Execution
By H al Verb

NEW YO R K — Some 200 per-
sons paid tribu te  here to the 
memory of E thel and Julius 
Rosenberg; the “ atom spies”  who 
were executed in  the electric chair 
a t'S ing  Sing twelve years ago, on 
June 19/1953. The mem orial meet-
ing, sponsored by the Sobell Com-
mittee, was held at the Sheraton- 
A tlan tic  Hotel on June 17.

The Sobell Committee is organ-
ized to secure justice fo r Morton 
Sobell, who was convicted w ith  
the Rosenbergs and sentenced to 
30 years in  prison. He has served 
15' o f those 30 years already.

The Rosenberg-Sobell case be-
gan when headlines blared the ar-
rest o f Ju lius Rosenberg as the 
“ atom spy”  who gave Russia the 
“ secret”  of the atom bomb. A  
short tim e la ter, his w ife , Ethel, 
was arrested, as was Sobell. 
A lthough he was not connected 
w ith  any atomic project, Sobell 
was la te r convicted of “ conspiracy 
to com m it”  espionage.

The Rosenberg-Sobell case was 
po litica l persecution, staged by the 
government to fan the flames of 
the w itch -hun t hysteria. Because 
of the po litica l nature o f the prose-
cution, a pow erfu l wave o f pro-
test and indignation swept the

w orld. Not since the days of the 
Sacco-Vanzetti fram e-up h a d  
there been such a public outcry 
against an injustice. Thousands of 
organizations and noted in te llec-
tuals, jurists, legislators, educators 
and clergymen took a stand fo r 
the doomed couple and demanded 
tha t the U.S. government stay the 
executions and release Sobel.

But the government ignored this 
w o rld -w ide  outcry, and executed 
the Rosenbergs. The Rosenbergs 
became the most outstanding v ic -
tim s and m artyrs of the w itch 
hunt.

Since the development of Soviet 
H-bombs, rockets and spacecraft 
equal or superior to those of the 
U.S., the idea tha t the Rosenbergs 
were responsible fo r the Soviet 
A -bom b appears especially r id icu -
lous. Even back in the early 
F ifties, a number of scientists had 
rid icu led the notion tha t there was, 
in  fact, an “ atom bomb secret.”

T im e  magazine reported on Jan. 
2, 1950: “ There has been no ‘atom 
bomb secret’ w hich the Russian 
spies needed to steal. This fact 
has been asserted again and again 
by the Atom ic Energy Commis-
sion . . . Last week the AEC’s files 
yielded documentary proof: The 
Russian scientific papers on the

project, published in 1940, before 
the United States started its atom 
bomb p ro je c t. . .  The basic ‘secrets’ 
were already in the ir files.”

The Rosenbergs declared the ir 
innocence to the end. Julius Rosen-
berg declared in prison shortly 
before his death: “ I f  we are ex-
ecuted it  w il l  be the m urder of 
innocent people and the shame 
w il l  be on the government of the

United States. H istory w il l  record, 
whether we live  or die, tha t we 
were the victim s of one of the 
most monstrous frame-ups in  our 
country ’s h istory.”

Sobell spent years in  A lcatraz, 
before tha t notorious prison was 
closed down. Rev. Peter M c-
Cormack, who was the Protestant 
m in ister and chaplain at A lcatraz, 
w h ile  Sobell was there, said: “ The 
cry fo r justice has sounded many 
times through the centuries from  
the tim e of Amos the Prophet 
down to the present. To me no cry 
has had such m erit to i t  as the cry 
fo r justice fo r M orton Sobell. I  feel 
satisfied in  m y own m ind that 
M orton Sobell is innocent, a v ic -
tim  of pe rju ry, politics and pre-
judice.”  McCormack lost his job 
fo r this stand.

Despite statements to the con-
tra ry , the Supreme Court of the 
U.S. has never reviewed the case. 
Justice Douglas granted a stay of 
execution order jus t before the 
legal murder, bu t was over-ru led 
by a 6 to 3 vote of the Court.

In  his dissenting opinion, Justice 
Hugo B lack stated: “ This Court 
has never reviewed the record and 
has never a ffirm ed the fairness of 
the tr ia l below. W ithou t an a f-
firm a tion  of the fairness of the 
tr ia l by the highest court o f the

land there may always be ques-
tions as to whether these execu-
tions were legally and r ig h fu lly  
carried out.”

On Feb. 6, 1963, the U.S. Court 
of Appeals acknowledged tha t the 
tr ia l o f the Rosenbergs and Sobell 
w ould be considered u n fa ir today.

Speaking at the m em orial meet-
ing, Mrs. Helen Sobell, the w ife  
of Morton, said tha t the fig h t on 
behalf o f her husband and fo r the 
v indication of the Rosenbergs was 
a “ hard fig h t —■ i t  has been fought 
w ith  blood and goes deep, deep 
in to  the roots of our h istory.”

The lesson we must learn from  
this case, she fe lt, was tha t a ll 
the fear and hysteria of the Mc-
Carthy era may come in to  being 
again unless we do everything we 
can to erase the “ enorm ity of in -
justice”  of th is entire  a ffa ir. I t  
would be a “ b itte r illus ion ,”  she 
said, i f  her husband were freed 
w h ile  the w ar in  V ietnam  was 
continued.

She also ahnounced the publica-
tion of a book on the case titled  
In v ita tio n  to Inquest, by W alter 
and M iriam  Schneir.

Contributions to the Sobell Com-
mittee to help i t  ca rry  on its fig h t 
can be sent to: Sobell Committee, 
150 F ifth  Ave., New Y ork, N. Y . 
10011.M orton' Sobell


