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Black on Black

by Robert Brookins Gore _

I left Community Church some months ago with|
mixed feelings. The occasion was a so-called debate be-!
ytween Maicolm X. and Bayard Rustin, and the topic was
“Separation or Integration.” Being a pacifist, a Negro, and |

one who has been involved
1 expected to be with Mr. Rustin
all the way and agajnst Mr. X.
completely. My mixed feelings
were the resuit of the discovery

that 1 was applauding  more for |

Maicoim X. than I was for Bay-
ard Rustin.

During the debate—actually it
was more a statement of posi-

tion on both their parts—it seem- |
ed to me as though Bayard Rus- |
tin were taking the position of |
the “radical middle.” (For those |

who wonder what the “‘radical
middle” is, please check The
Village Voice of January 18, and
see Feiffer's delightful explana-
tion.) I know, of course, that
this is not the case with Mr.
Rustin, but it seemed so as I
listened. There is no question in
my mind but that he presented
the saner attitude, yet the amaz-

ing thing was how eloguently
Malcolm X. stated the problems |

which Negroes have confronted

for so many years. The biggest

»

in the racial struggle lately, |
|

’-mnmornnnou";
| is a department open to con-

| tributions from our readers.

They may write on any sub |
ject and in sny style they

difficulty about listening to him
—especially for a Negro—is that |
he wraps the. problem up so
neatly that one is almost car-
ried on into his faulty conclu-
sions by the wealth of emotions |
he evokes.
World of Good

I must confess that it did my
heart a world of good to sit back
and listen to Mr. X. list the sins
of the white man toward the |
black man in America. He does
it well, A daresay that if I were |
not already convinced of the ef- l

Continued on page 8.
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| Few of us are either able or
| willing to do this. 1 only wish
that more Negroea In the van-
guard of the movement fur ra-
clal equality could do it ey well |
as he does,
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| 1 might wention my surprise
| in discovering—aecording to Mr.
|Rustin, and with his opponent’s
amen”~that no other Negro!
| lader was even willing to talk
| with Me. X. on the same pint-
{torm, When I aseed someone
| about this, T got the shoddy re
ply that “no oue should dignify
| the Black Muslims by appearing
together with them in public.”
| Dignify them inded! T am only
| glad that I beard this from &

white lbersl rather than from
2 Negro—though I strongly s
sect that many Negroes feel the
rame way. Well, we had better

which 15 “recognized” by the
white liberals in America eould
have the verve and sense of ded-
feation of Messenger Mubam-
mad; if only the Black.Muslims
could have the sense of “un-
apartheid” which mest black
liberals have. But perhaps that's
ssking too much.

1 ought to make it manitest
here that T am certainly not go-
g 1o be placed among those

| Bayard Rustin. T am giad this | contral portion into a bathe, the
*myth of the rift"" was expased. | sleqves Into dressing and assig-
Somehow the press has had a | nation booths, the Savarin into a
Jrurnatistie orgasm over the dif- | lecture hall with scroll Nbrary,
terences of opinlon which occur | the arcade shops Into toga shops.
| tetween varions factions of the | and of course there s plenty of
movement far equality among | room down below for assoried
| Negroes today, 1 hope white lib- - on eages, Christian rituals,
erals aren't fooled by this. Sure- | gladiatorial camps, ete. The di-
Iy, there are differences of ap- | rectorship should be a commit-
proach, program. attitudes, and | tee made up of Norval White for
architoctural  passion,  Henry

| even methods of resolution of |

who deride the Black Mustims. | i
s T | the many problems black p—pk'
. A M'": :N‘"m"’_‘m America are facing. But be |

e not deceived. The movement

nce of separateness, or their | |
“meet violence with violence” | Wil press.forward despite dif-

decirine for amelioraling racial
problems in Ameriea, 1 do feel
they are playing an important
| role as & entalyst for both black
and white who move too slowly.
[ 1s & cineh that If there were

ferences,
i Needs Altles i
| As Bayard Rustin pointed out, |
| “ihe movement needs white al- |
|Ues” T agree. However, the |

Reed for antiquarian knowledge,
Jane Jncebs for traffic manage-
ment, Norman Maller and Terry
Southern for entertainment ideas,
Aline Saarinen for public reis-
tions, ete.
Then, baby, the place would
swing.
—Bob Lowokn, Architect
West 220 Street




